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Highlights 
• “Backwards in High Heels: Getting Women Elected, 1842-

1990,” opening reception will be held on Wednesday, 
March 26 at 6:30 PM.

• The 2nd Annual Chickens in the Library, The Return of the 
Chickens, begins  Saturday, March 29, 1-4 PM at the 
Milwood Branch.

• The Beyond the Bride of Bad Film Festival at the Carver 
Branch starts Monday, March 24, 6:30 PM with 
Teenages From Outer Space.

• The series of Free Financial Fitness Seminars at the 
Faulk Central Library and the Yarborough Branch start 
April 3, 6 PM with Financial Blunders- Lessons We 
Never Learn.

• The opening reception for “Queremos Realizar Nuestra 
Musica Para Usted” will be April 13, at the Austin 
History Center 1:30-3:00 PM followed by a  concert in 
Wooldridge Square Park starting at 3:00 PM.

• Jennifer Pharr Davis, the 2012 National Geographic 
Adventurer of the Year, will discuss her book, Called 
Again: a Story of Love and Triumph, which details 
her hiking adventures and personal growth 2 PM at 
the Manchaca Branch on Saturday, April 5th and JHF 
Central Sunday April 6th.

• Authors Laini Taylor and Margaret Stohl, will discuss their 
books, Laini Taylor’s Dreams of Gods and Monsters, 
book three of the Daughter of Smoke & Bone series 
and Margaret Stohl’s Icons Wednesday, April 9, 7:00 
PM at Yarborough Branch.

Facilities Services
New Central Library Project: Construction activities 
continue apace at the site of the New Central Library. 
Mass excavation, the removal of earth to allow for the 
construction of the underground parking garage and 
foundation, remains ongoing. Shoring, or the erection of 
temporary support for the mass excavation and formwork, 
is nearing completion, as is the installation of tie-backs 
(rods fastened to soil anchors to prevent lateral movement 
of the formwork) and lagging (heavy boards used to line 
the sides of excavations and prevent cave-ins). Due to the 
elastic nature of the soil at the bottom of the excavation, 
additional preparatory work will need to take place, namely 
the replacement of eighteen inches of soil below the slab 
level with twelve to fourteen inches of limestone bull rock, 
capped with four to six inches of limestone base.  Rounded 
limestone rock, known as bull rock, ranges in size from 
2 inches in diameter up to 5 inches in diameter, and 
when topped with crushed limestone aggregate base and 
compacted will form a stable base course for the bottom 
of the excavation. Placement of the mud slab was initiated 
on or about March 18th. A mud slab is a base slab of low-
strength concrete from two to six inches thick placed over 
a wet subbase before placing a grade slab.  Placement 
of the mat foundation is now anticipated to begin on April 

11, 2014. A mat foundation is a continuous thick-slab 
foundation supporting an entire building structure. This 
type of foundation is typically used to distribute a building’s 
weight over as wide an area as possible, especially if soil 
conditions are poor. This type of foundation was specifi ed 
for the New Central Library as its site was found to be 
composed primarily of diluvial sand. Work has also begun 
on the Second Street bridge abutment, the structure that 
supports the end of the bridge, and installation of bridge 
piers on the West bank of Shoal Creek is now in progress. 
The water level at the site continues to drop, thanks to the 
deep well dewatering efforts, and the water is now at a 
level below the depth planned for the mat foundation. The 
project schedule for the New Central Library remains as 
follows: 
     ~ August 2013 ~ Site Development Permit received
     ~ August 2013 ~ Construction Begins
     ~ February 2014 ~ Garage Building Permit received
     ~ March 2014 ~ Building Permit received 
     ~ Spring 2016 ~ Building Construction completed
     ~ Summer 2016 ~ Grand Opening Ceremony  

Exterior Security Cameras Installation Project: The 
Library Department’s Exterior Security Camera Project 
is being carried out as part of the Communications 
Technology Management Department’s (CTM) larger 
Enterprise Security Access System (ESAS) Project. The 
ESAS Project is currently providing an integrated enterprise 
level security solution towards installing new services 
and replacing end of life and/or updating access control, 
video surveillance and alarm systems throughout the City 
of Austin. CTM has advised APL that suffi cient spending 
authority has been released to their vendor, Schneider 
Electric, to perform the work required on the remaining nine 
(9) Library sites to receive exterior security cameras. Those 
nine (9) Library locations are the Spicewood Springs, 
Cepeda, Manchaca Road, Pleasant Hill, Howson, Milwood, 
Old Quarry, Yarborough, and Oak Hill branch libraries. 
Although the two newest branches, North Village and Twin 
Oaks, opened with security camera surveillance systems in 
place, APL has now replaced their digital video recorders 
(DVRs) with newer network video recorders (NVRs) in 
order to make their monitoring more compatible with the 
rest of the department’s protective services operations. 
APL has previously received conditional approval from 
the Public Works Department (PWD) for the asbestos 
and lead-in-paint remediation work necessary prior to the 
installation of any equipment. However, APL and PWD 
has commissioned a testing lab and consultant to collect 
samples in order that a more defi nitive survey report might 
be generated regarding asbestos and/or lead containing 
materials found in the path of the Library Exterior Security 
Cameras Installation Project. Material samples were 
successfully taken between August 12th and August 16th 
at each of the nine branch library work sites. Following 
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analysis of the samples, the Austin Public Library and the 
Quality and Standards Management Divisions (QSMD) 
Division of Public Works concluded that that three of the 
nine branch library sites might well require hazardous 
materials remediation before the work of installing the 
security camera system can proceed. However, following 
further investigative activities conducted in February, it 
was determined that only the Old Quarry and Yarborough 
branches will require asbestos abatement. The Austin 
Public Library and the Public Works Department have 
now fi nalized a contract for both a remediation consultant 
and a remediation contractor so that this remediation 
process can take place, on February 19th, the necessary 
notifi cation was submitted to the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for approval prior to work 
commencing. The approval was granted, and remediation 
was started and completed on March 7th as scheduled. 
Work related to this project has now been completed at the 
Pleasant Hill, Spicewood Springs, Will Hampton at Oak 
Hill, Howson and Manachaca Road branch libraries. Now 
that asbestos containing materials have been cleared from 
the path of construction at the Old Quarry and Yarborough 
branches, the APL work forces can forge ahead and install 
the cameras needed at those sites. The Cepeda Branch 
remains to be equipped with its full complement of security 
cameras, although the offi cial approval from the Austin 
Public Library has been given for this work to proceed. That 
particular work order is still being processed by CTM. It is 
now believed that this security camera installation project 
may be completed by the end of April, 2014, barring any 
unforeseen challenges being encountered.

Milwood Branch Library Renovation Project: The 
project’s Design Phase requires that the Library Facilities 
Services Division obtains the services of an architectural 
fi rm from the City of Austin’s pre-approved rotation list 
of architectural consultants. The Library’s request for an 
architect from this rotation list was granted by the Contract 
Management Department and the architectural fi rm of 
Stanley Salaiz Joint Venture met with the project manager 
and a detailed scope of work for the project has now been 
developed. Library Facilities Services’ project manager, 
working in conjunction with the City’s Interdepartmental 
Sustainability Working Group (ISWG) has determined that 
the Milwood Renovation Project does not meet the baseline 
criteria for Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) certifi cation as it consists primarily of an 
interior remodel. As the project is not a LEED candidate 
per Municipal Building LEED Resolution 20071129-045, 
it will follow the LEED Commercial Interiors scorecard as 
the baseline template for the work involved. The Library 
Department and the consultant architects and their sub-
consultants have refi ned the scope of work for an accurate 
professional services agreement. A formal acceptance of 
the professional service agreement will be established 
through issuance of Notice To Proceed once the Stanley 
Salaiz Joint Venture submits the necessary documents to 
the Contract Management Department. The Austin Public 
Library anticipates having an executed service agreement 
by the end of April, 2014. 

Pleasant Hill Branch Library Roof Replacement and 
HVAC Upgrade Project: The Library Facilities Services 
Division has opted not to accept the proposed professional 

services agreement from the Lawrence Group (architects) 
and Jose I. Guerra, Inc. (engineers) Team for the design 
and construction management of the Pleasant Hill Branch 
Library Roof Replacement and HVAC Upgrade Project. 
Based on a growing familiarity with the true scope of the 
project, Library Facilities Services has determined that the 
work at hand constitutes much more of an engineering 
effort than an architectural modifi cations project. Therefore, 
the Library’s project manager will now endeavor to secure 
the services of a consultant engineering fi rm as the 
principal design consultant for this retrofi t project from the 
Contract Management Department’s Mechanical/Electrical/
Plumbing Engineering Rotation List. It remains the intention 
of the Austin Public Library to initiate the Schematic Design 
Phase, the phase of design services in which the design 
professionals consult with the owner to clarify the project 
requirements, as soon as possible. The engineering 
design professionals will be asked to expedite preparation 
of schematic design studies along with drawings and 
other documents to establish the scale and relationship 
of the project’s components. The receipt of a statement of 
estimated construction cost is still anticipated during this 
phase.

RFID Installation for Branch Libraries Project: Asbestos 
clearance without conditions has been granted by the 
Asbestos and Lead (Pb) Based Paint Management Group 
(Project Management Division/ Public Works Department) 
for the Spicewood Springs Branch Library and the Will 
Hampton Branch Library along with the Milwood Branch 
Library. Since the original schedule for RFID installation 
called for the three branches to be converted in the order 
of Spicewood Springs, Will Hampton Branch at Oak Hill 
and lastly, the Milwood Branch, the weeding and tagging 
of collections has been completed at Spicewood Springs, 
nearly completed at Will Hampton Branch at Oak Hill, 
and remains in progress at Milwood. Therefore, Library 
Facilities Services and Library Information Services will 
now coordinate efforts to provide the electrical power 
and data needed for installation of Radio Frequency 
Identifi cation (RFID) security scanning gates, Self-check 
units and other associated equipment at the Spicewood 
Springs Branch Library.

Austin History Center
 Programming and Outreach
•     On February 1, Head of Public Services Nancy Toombs 
gave a presentation and a tour of the AHC to a group of 15 
Boy Scouts.
•     On February 12, Mexican American Community 
Archivist Gloria Espitia gave a presentation for Dr. Cary 
Cordova’s Exhibiting Austin undergraduate class. The 
title of the presentation was “Recovering and Reclaiming 
the History of our Mexican American Community.” The 
presentation consisted of a powerpoint along with an oral 
history snippet of Raul Salinas and a short video of the 
Mexican American Firsts: Trailblazers of Austin and Travis 
County keynote speech by Dr. Emilio Zamora.
 Collections
•     AHC staff fi nished processing 4 collections, the Black 
Citizens Task Force Records, the Wukash & Associates 
Records and Drawings, the Grand United Order of Odd 
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Fellows in America, Prince Hill Lodge No. 9556 Ledger, 
and the Harry Groll Newton Papers. Also, additions to 
theDeCourcy Kelly Papers were processed and the fi nding 
aids updated. EAD encoded fi nding aids for the collections 
are on the Internet at the TARO website at: http://www.lib.
utexas.edu/taro/browse/browse_ahc1.html.
•     The AHC AHC recently completed a project to digitize 
the photographs in the Bergstrom-Austin Community 
Council Records as part of a grant project with the Portal to 
Texas History. The Bergstrom-Austin Community Council 
Records contain several hundred photographs which 
document over fi ve decades of history of Bergstrom Air 
Force Base, originally known as Del Valle Air Base, from 
its early days in the 1940s until its closing in 1993. The 
squadrons stationed at BAFB participated in the Berlin Airlift 
during World War II, the Korean and Vietnam wars, the Gulf 
War, and other tactical and reconnaissance missions. The 
photographs in this collection depict the buildings on the 
base, including the headquarters, hospitals, housing units, 
offi ces, lounges, and warehouses (all of which, except the 
headquarters, have since been destroyed); personnel in 
formal portraits and candid scenes, including fl ight crews, 
offi cers, maintenance workers, offi ce workers, and families; 
aircraft in fl ight and at base including Phantom F-4s and 
C-47s; and other scenes of base activities including drills, 
ceremonies, and festivals. Some famous visitors are also 
depicted, such as Queen Elizabeth II, the Crown Prince of 
Iran Reza Palahvi, astronauts Sally Ride and Bob Crippen, 
President Nixon, and Vice President George H. W. Bush. 
The photographs also document the closure of the Base 
and its transformation into Austin’s municipal airport in the 
1990s. More than 250 photographs from the collection are 
available online through the Portal to Texas History (http://
texashistory.unt.edu/search/?fq=untl_collection:BAFB). 
The fi nding aid for the collection is available through Texas 
Archival Resources Online here: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/
taro/aushc/00365/ahc-00365.html. 
 Exhibits
•     “Backwards in High Heels: Getting Women Elected, 
1842-1990” opened in the Grand Hallway and Lobby 
on February 25. The exhibit has been well received to 
date with a lot of foot traffi c. Media Archivist Nicole Davis 
participated in a live remote interview for Fox 7 morning 
news show on February 28 promoting the exhibit. The 
opening reception will be held on Wednesday, March 
26. The Escoffi er School of Culinary Arts will cater the 
event and create refreshments inspired by recipes from 
Governors Ma Ferguson and Ann Richards.
•     The AHC’s next photo exhibit in the David Earl Holt 
Photo Gallery is “Latinas in the Shadow of the Live Music 
Capital of the World: Queremos Realizar Nuestra Musica 
Para Usted.” The photo exhibit gives recognition to local 
Latina singers, musicians and other Latinas who are or 
have been part of the local music scene since the early 
twentieth century to the present but whose presence have 
not been totally documented or preserved in the annals of 
Austin’s music history.   The exhibit will recognize 25 local 
Latinas and will consist of photographs, biographies and 
other documents that showcase their presence in various 
genres of Austin’s music scene.  As part of the exhibit, a 
kiosk containing musical recordings by 14 of the women 
featured in the exhibit  will be also be available in the 
Gallery. The exhibit opens April 8, 2014 and runs through 
September 11, 2014.

 Publications
•     Research was conducted at the AHC and photos 
from the AHC were purchased for use in an upcoming 
book about the Hudson Bend area of Lake Travis, an 
Austin Chronicle article about Jackie Robinson, an Oxford 
Commercial Real Estate Video, an online photo slideshow 
about the Austin Kite Festival on KXAN.com, and exhibits 
at the Austin Police Retirement System Offi ce and the Neill 
Cochran House Museum.
 AHCA
•     The AHCA was selected to be partnered with a local 
fi lmmaker as part of the Lights, Camera, Help! Reel 
Change Film Frenzy project. This annual event selects 
10 local nonprofi ts from a group of applicants and pairs 
them with a local fi lmmaker who then has a week to 
conceptualize, shoot, edit, and produce a short fi lm about 
the non-profi t. The AHCA was paired with Alpheus Media 
who created a wonderful 7.5 minute video, titled “Saving 
Austin’s History,” about the AHC, Austin history, the AHCA, 
and the AHC expansion into the John Henry Faulk Building.
 Upcoming Events
•     April 8, 2014: New exhibit ““Queremos Realizar Nuestra 
Musica Para Usted” (We Want to Sing a Song) opens in the 
David Earl Holt Photo Gallery.
•     April 13, 2014: Reception for “Queremos Realizar 
Nuestra Musica Para Usted” at the AHC (1:30-3:00) and 
concert in Wooldridge Square Park (3:00-5:00).
•     April 16, 2014. 6:30 – 8:30. “They sing from their 
hearts: Latina presence in the Live Music Capital of the 
World.” Panel program for the Qeremos Cantarles una 
Cancion exhibit.

Central Library Services
 Programs
•     The Faulk Central Library was an offi cial SXSW 2014 
Music Event site. Staff worked to make this an offi cial 
SXSW site thereby opening the door for future SXSW 
events in the New Central Library. SXSW concerts included 
Gretchen Phillips & Jo Walston on Thursday, March 13; 
Kathy Murray & Bill Jones on Friday, March 14; and Kalu 
James on Saturday, March 15th. All concerts were held 
from 2-3:00 p.m. on the fi rst fl oor lobby.
•     The ID Theft Prevention Seminar on February 16th 
had 17 attendees. David Broker, a retired IT trainer and 
educator and former identity theft victim, presented the 
seminar and helped attendees learn how to avoid identity 
theft and the latest phishing and internet scams.
•     Navigating the Health Insurance Marketplace was held 
on February 24th. 
 Upcoming Events
•     Saturday, April 5 Dr. Karen Hulene Bartell will discuss how 
to complete your book. She will discuss: creating a writing 
process, focusing on dialog and description, structuring your 
action, fi ve writing strategies and setting personal writing 
goals.
•     Sunday April 6, Jennifer Pharr Davis, the 2012 National 
Geographic Adventurer of the Year, will discuss her book , 
Called Again: a Story of Love and Triumph which details her 
hiking adventures and personal growth. She will also be at 
the Manchaca Branch on Saturday, April 5th. 
•     A new class : An Introduction to Microsoft Excel will be 
held Thursday, March 27 at 11:30 a.m. in the computer lab.
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Youth Services
•     The customer response to Youth Services’ new 
table-top puppet show, Tiger Woman, has been 
overwhelmingly positive. The show is geared for a 
much older audience than the traditional puppet shows 
which has resulted in more requests for the show to 
visit schools and community groups than ever before 
– over six different agencies so far have expressed an 
interest in sharing the show with a special group of older 
children, often including a request for the puppeteers to 
do a Q&A about the building and performing of the show 
afterwards, to engage the audience on a deeper level 
with the art of puppetry.
•     Youth Services staffed a table at the Regional 
Science Fair at the Palmer Events Center. Over 1000 
children and adults visited the Austin Public Library 
Booth. They received information about the library and 
all its offerings. They learned that math can also be art 
through Math Doodle demonstrations and experimented 
with magnetic force and made magnets fl oat in midair. 
•     Lela Ellison (Youth Librarian at Terrazas Branch) 
attended the monthly Community School alliance meeting 
at Martin Middle School. Lela connected with Allison 
Thomasson, the school librarian. Lela is now working on 
getting Ms. Thomasson’s summer literacy camp students 
library cards and is putting together a workshop on 
how to access E library materials so students are more 
engaged with reading during the summer. 
•     Youth Services has started to work towards the 
creation of an outreach team. This team currently 
composed of two Children’s Programming Specialists and 
a Managing Librarian will be concentrating on developing 
programs for young children and their parents. For 
this purpose Youth Services is contacting schools 
and determining which of them have pre-k programs, 
gathering information of daycare centers and planning to 
contact other Austin organizations such as health clinics 
and parks as well as non-profi t organizations such as Any 
Baby Can, BookSpring, Growing Roots (for families with 
children with disabilities), Family Resource Centers, AISD 
PreK Centers and other schools and school districts in 
order to fi nd the best way to disseminate information 
about Youth Services’ future programs and to pass out 
information to parents. Youth Services Outreach will also 
be helping out in conducting literacy trainings for daycare 
workers and for parents, especially in Spanish. 
•     Currently the two, new Children’s Programming 
Specialists are receiving training and preparing for the 
upcoming season of storytimes. Youth Services Outreach 
will use the model implemented by James Loomis 
(Youth Librarian) and Vivien Addison (Assistant Branch 
Manager) at the Southeast Branch, where they provide 
storytimes in both English and Spanish language, but not 
necessarily translating each story into both languages. 
The Outreach team will be using a “dual language 
approach” where some material will be presented in 
one language and other material in a second language 
based around a central theme. Youth Services will also 
be experimenting with providing storytimes at different 
schedules than has been traditionally offered to fi nd 
a best time to serve Austin’s East side, hard-to-reach 
community. 
•     On February 18, Lela Ellison hosted Blackshear’s 
Elementary Literacy Night at the Carver Branch. The 
event was very well attended with teachers, parents and 

students interacting with each other as well as getting 
to know the resources that are available to them at the 
library. This is a model that Youth Services hopes to 
replicate at other branches so that students and parents 
feel a stronger connection to Austin Public Library. 

Grants
The Executive Women in Texas Government organization 
donated $1000 to the Carver Branch Library in support of 
library meeting room accessibility and customer service 
provided to their group which uses library meeting rooms 
for Board meetings and training events. The Austin 
Public Library Friends Foundation continues to support 
key library programs and events committing $1200 
in February for the Adult Summer Reading Program 
in 2014. Matching gifts are accepted by the Library 
including one recent gift designated for the Spicewood 
Springs Branch Library from the Microsoft Matching Gifts 
Program as a result of a donor thanking the library for 
help and resources that helped her get accepted into an 
“ivy league” school.

Austin Foundation for Architecture recently awarded 
the Faulk Central Library Youth Construction Zone 
project with $1000 through arrangements made by the 
Austin Public Library Friends Foundation and the Austin 
Community Foundation. The Construction Zone event 
will incorporate Lego Architectural Studio kits and bring 
local architects into the library to help children learn 
about design and architecture. Suzan Nyfeler and Heath 
Rezabek (Youth Services Division) are the architects of 
the Construction Zone program at the Library.

Recycled Reads
February revenue for Recycled Reads was over $13,325 
and over 4,100 people visited the store. Donated 
materials were received from over 220 people, and over 
200 people attended events. Two pallets of obsolete 
posters were received from the Watershed Department, 
which are being used for notepads and other crafts.

More than twenty volunteers on average donate over 240 
hours of their time to the bookstore.Goodwill Industries 
picked up 36 gaylords of discarded materials and 
Image Microsystems picked up 5 gaylords of discarded 
materials from the store. The City’s contract with Image 
Microsystems ended on February 10th,  staff is working 
with Purchasing and Austin Resource Recovery on 
the bid for a new vendor. Staff received 20 pallets of 
materials from the warehouse, branches and donations 
and sorted approximately 32 pallets of materials 
representing almost 57,000 items at the bookstore. Over 
18 tons of materials were kept out of the landfi ll.

The Recycled Reads staff fi lmed interviews with Sandra 
Cannon and Toni Lambert for training module for Institute 
of Museum Library Services Sparks! Ignition Grant.
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Volunteer Services 
January 2014 - STATISTICS
Number of Volunteers    171 
January - Volunteer hours  1452.75
Volunteer Value*   $22.14 
                 $32,163.89

February Policy Violations
20      Disturbing others using the Library
18      Harassment of Library staff or customers (Not         
  Sexual)
11      Theft of Library, staff, or customer property
11      Disorderly conducy
10      Violating Internet Policy
8        No outside food or beverages allowed in the   
  Library
8        Mistreatment or vandalism of Library facilities,   
  materials, or equipment
8        Blocking access to Library entrances,    
  passageways or resources
7        Sleeping in the Library
7        Using obscene language
6        Strong Odor
4        Entering unauthorized area
4        Unintended use of restrooms
4        Physically attack or threaten to attack another   
  person
3        Intoxication resulting from alcohol or drugs
3        Destruction of Library property
3        Abandoning children or failing to supervise children  
  at the Library
2        Bringing in bedrolls, blankets or sleeping bags.
1        Leaving personal belongings unattended
1        Bringing animals into the Library
1        Appropriate clothing is required
1       Soliciting and panhandling
1        Public Lewdness
142 Total

Locations # of Incidents
ACE 22
ATB 19
ACB 13
ALW 7
ARZ 7
AHO 5
APH 5
ASE 5
AWK 5
AYB 5
ACP 4
AMR 4
ASR 4
AOK 3
ATO 3
AUH 3
AMI 2
ASJ 2
AWP 2
AOQ 1

 
To see the complete up to date listing of events visit
  http://library.austintexas.gov/events
  
       Brenda Branch, 
   Director of Libraries
         

 

      

 

  


