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HIGHLIGHTS

Faulk Central Library reoopens on time:
After closing from March 2 until April 15, the John Henry 
Faulk Central Library reopened with a more inviting fi rst 
fl oor appearance. Improvements were new entrance/exit 
sliding glass doors, a new information desk, more self-
check machines, a self-service reserve pick-up area, a 
new space for DVDs and CDs, new carpeting (on the east 
side of the fi rst fl oor and up the stairway), new chairs for 
the public computers, and a rearrangement of the fi ction 
section to make the layout more intuitive to fi nd items. 
Other changes included reworking the reference desk 
on the 2nd fl oor and consolidating all periodicals on the 
2nd fl oor.  All these improvements should make for easier 
access and more convenience for customers.
 

Financial Fitness Series 
The Austin Public Library (APL) in conjunction with 
Financial Fitness Greater Austin (FFGA) taught consumers 
how to manage their personal fi nances. The goal of FFGA 
is to give Austin-area residents the tools to reach their 
fi nancial goals. During the week of April 20 through 24 
15 Branches of the Library hosted seminars that highlight 
basic tips on saving, spending, and investing your personal 
fi nances.

Finale Event for the Mayor’s Book Club
Held on Friday, April 24, 2009 at City Hall is the culminating 
program for the annual citywide reading campaign to “Keep 
Austin Reading,” the Mayor’s Book Club.  The author, 
Dalia Sofer, “The Septembers of Shiraz” who had planned 
to come to Austin for the program had to cancel due to 
her father’s illness.  The campaign consisted of  book 
discusions at branch libraries, Jewish Community Center 
and a fi lm screening at the Alama Drafthouse on S. Lamar. 
Hundreds of people participated by checking out the book 
and attending hte various events surrounding the reading 
campaign.

Successful Program with Author Sandra Cisneros
The Austin Public Library was one of the fortunate 
recipients of acclaimed author Sandra Cisneros nationwide 
celebration tour of her 25th anniversary of the “The House 
on Mango Street.” The Library hosted three events in 
conjunction with the book tour—March 22 & 23, 2009.
The Austin Public Library Foundation hosted Ms. Cisneros 
in a reception at Chez Zee American Bistro on Sunday, 
March 22 and over 100 people attended the event. On 
Monday, March 23, the library in conjunction with the 

Paramount Theatre and the Library Foundation hosted a 
public program which drew in over 600 people, and the 
library worked with the middle school Fumore, and  over 50 
students met and spoke with Sandra Cisneros.  

Recyled Reads Teacher Appreciation Week
Recycled Reads encourages you to give something to any 
and all of the teachers in your life – a gift certifi cate for 
books and other learning materials. A Recycled Reads Gift 
Certifi cate is a perfect way to show that you care during 
Teacher Appreciation Week, May 2 through 9. Recycled 
Reads Gift certifi cates are available in $5, $10, $15, $25 
and $50 amounts and are currently available only at 
Recycled Reads. We invite teachers to stop by Recycled 
Reads on Saturday, May 9 for a celebration of the important 
work they do. (And parents, and kids, too. And everyone.) 
The Jacob Wise Trio will perform at 2:00 p.m. 

Cesar Chavez Commemorative Art Project:  
Commemoration Ceremony for the new Art Project at 
Terrazas Branch will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 2009, 
from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.  This date is the anniversary 
of the fi rst day of Cesar Chavez’s famous 24 day fast held 
in protest of an Arizona statute outlawing labor organizing 
efforts by farm workers.

Preserving the Voices of Austin and Travis County 
Mexican American Elderly Residents
An Oral History Project 

The Austin History Center presents the Mexican American 
Oral History Project, a three part series beginning with an 
oral history workshop, continuing with a month long oral 
history preservation campaign, and culminating in a panel 
discussion with four elderly Mexican American citizens of 
Austin.
Preserving the Voices of Austin and Travis County Mexican 
American Elderly Residents
Oral History Month Long Campaign
May 1 - 31

A full month of conducting oral history interviews with 
Mexican American elderly (65 and older) who live in 
Austin and Travis County.  Interviews will be conducted by 
workshop participants and other volunteers.

Memorias Mexicano Americano en Austin y el Condado de 
Travis
Panel Discussion
May 14, 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at the Mexican American 
Cultural Center, 600 River Street

Austin Public Library Director’s Report
April 2009



2

Summer Reading Program Right Around the Corner:
The Austin Public Library’s Summer Reading Program 
2009, One Green World, celebrates the library’s central 
role in planetary stewardship. All summer, June 1 through 
August 31, we invite young people 0-17 to read and read 
and read some more. The instructions are simple, and 
following them is easier than turning off the light when you 
leave the room (you need to do that, too, by the way). Visit 
www.austinsummerreading.com to fi nd out how. As if that 
weren’t reason enough to hang out at your local Austin 
Public Library this summer, we’ve got close to a bazillion 
programs planned for everyone from toddlers to teens, with 
something special at every location every week. You’ll fi nd 
a complete schedule of events at www.austinlibrary.com/
events.

An Adult Summer Reading program will also coincide with 
the youth program.

FACILITIES SERVICES DIVISION

New Central Library Project:  Staff continues to negotiate 
a professional services agreement with the Joint Venture of 
Lake/Flato Architect with Shipley Bulfi nch Richardson and 
Abbott for the design and construction management of the 
New Central Library project.  On the morning of Thursday, 
April 16, 2009, a very productive meeting was held with 
representatives of the design team and involved City 
staff to discuss the consultants’ remaining questions and 
concerns regarding the contract terms and conditions.  Both 
staff and the consultants emerged from the meeting hopeful 
that the professional services agreement could be fi nalized 
before May 30, 2009.  In consideration of the project’s 
stringent budget and the resulting limited size of the facility 
possible to build, the consultants have advised staff that 
the wisest course of action would be for the design team to 
meet fi rst with Library personnel to discuss the most basic 
and fundamental needs which must be addressed in the 
new facility.  In the consultants’ experience, the already 
drastically reduced in scope building program should be 
tested prior to presentations being made to the public and 
public input to the design process sought.  By means of this 
recommended approach, public expectations may be better 
managed and the community’s disappointment regarding 
any unmet desires for the facility prevented from being an 
issue upon conclusion of the project.  A tentative schedule 
is now proposed as follows:

May, 2009 ~ Construction Manager at Risk Solicitation 
Issued

May, 2009 ~ Commissioning Agent Solicitation Issued

May, 2009 ~ Design Team Consultant contract fi nalized

June, 2009 ~ Design Phase Initiated

August, 2009 ~ Citizen input process initiated

October, 2009 ~ Construction Manager at Risk hired

October, 2009 ~ Commissioning Agent hired

Winter, 2009 ~ Schematic Design completed

Summer, 2010 ~ Design Development completed

Summer, 2011 ~ Design Phase completed

Spring, 2012 ~ Construction begins

Winter, 2013 ~ Construction completed

Summer, 2014 ~ Grand Opening

 
North Village Branch Library Replacement Project:  
The general contractor constructing the new North 
Village Branch Library was successful in achieving the 
full Certifi cate of Occupancy for the building on Friday, 
April 10, 2009.  By Monday, April 13, 2009, Library staff 
members were fully engaged in turning the empty building 
into a well stocked library, despite having to work around 
subcontractors fi nishing punch list items and vendors 
delivering furniture and shelving to the site.  Telephone 
equipment, computers and printers, RFID self-check units, 
security scanners and much more are all being installed 
at the present time, concurrently with the collection being 
shelved and organized throughout the facility.  The Grand 
Opening for the New North Village Branch Library will be 
celebrated on Saturday, May 30, 2009, beginning at 10:00 
AM. 

 
Twin Oaks Branch library Replacement Project:  
Progress has been much more evident at the Twin Oaks 
Branch Library site since the general contractor began 
striving to enact a schedule recovery plan for the project.  
While not succeeding in manning the site seven days 
per week as hoped, the general contractor has made 
real strides towards completing the steel erection, metal 
framing, roofi ng, and installation of rigid insulation board 
for the building.  The general contractor has not been able 
to produce a recovery schedule that is acceptable to the 
City of Austin, but it appears now that the fi rm is pointing 
at completing the building by the end of September, 2009.  
Unfortunately, even if the general contractor proves able to 
meet this target date for substantial completion, there will 
not be suffi cient time for the Library Department to furnish, 
equip and stock the building to serve as a community 
library and open to the public in October of 2009 as hoped.  
The Library Department will therefore closely monitor the 
progress of this general contractor, be prepared to take 
occupancy of the substantially completed facility just as 
soon as it is feasible to do so, and will endeavor to conduct 
the Grand Opening of the Twin Oaks Branch Library prior to 
the end of calendar year 2009.
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Faulk Central Library Automated Doors Retrofi t Project:  
After a six-week project intended to update and improve 
the facility, the Faulk Central Library reopened to the public 
as scheduled on Wednesday, April 15, 2009.  One of the 
primary benefi ts of the project was the installation of new 
automatic doors at the front entrance/exit of the building to 
enhance accessibility for all members of the community.  
Other improvements accomplished by the project include:  
replacement of worn fl oor fi nishes throughout a portion 
of the fi rst fl oor, creation of an Audio-Visual section for 
easy browsing of DVDs and CDS, a rearrangement of the 
fi rst fl oor collection for easier access to books and other 
materials, the installation of additional self-check machines, 
and an increase in programming space in the children’s 
area.  Approximately a dozen windows which suffered 
damage from air gun pellets shortly after the facility closed 
for renovation were also replaced before the Faulk Central 
Library reopened for business.

Cesar Chavez Commemorative Art Project:  On 
Thursday, March 26, 2009, the installation of this important 
art piece on the grounds of the Terrazas Branch Library 
was successfully completed by the artist team and their 
contractors.  The impressive sculpture can be viewed in full 
when one is driving or walking past the site, and thanks to 
its electronic lighting program, the sculpture is equally as 
lovely and inviting to the neighborhood at night.  Prompted 
by the many questions about Cesar Chavez that they 
fi elded from passersby during the installation, the artists 
have opted to install a large didactic plaque near their art 
work and are presently working with Library staff on the 
plaque text.  The dedication ceremony for this public art 
project is now scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, 2009, from 
6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.  This date is the anniversary of 
the fi rst day of Cesar Chavez’s famous 24 day fast held 
in protest of an Arizona statute outlawing labor organizing 
efforts by farm workers.

Howson Branch Library Reroof Project:  On Thursday, 
April 2, 2009, Council authorized execution of a contract 
through TASB Buy Board, A Cooperative Purchasing 
Network, with LD Tebben Company, Inc., for the purchase 
of weatherproofi ng and roofi ng services at the Howson 
Branch Library in an amount not to exceed $119,000.  At 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 6, 2009, Library staff met with 
the Western Neighborhood Association Group to describe 
and discuss the upcoming renovation planned for their 
community branch library.  On Thursday, April 23, 2009, 
Council will be asked to authorize execution of a contract 
through TCPN, The Cooperative Purchasing Network, 
with Kellogg Brown & Root Services of Austin, Texas for 
the purchase of services related to the repair and interior 
renovation of the Howson Branch Library in an amount 
not to exceed $100,000.  The established schedule for the 
project is as follows:

 

May 18, 2009 ~ Howson Branch Library will close to the 
public so that all its collections, furniture and equipment 
may be relocated to storage 
June 15, 2009 ~ Asbestos abatement and roofi ng 
contractors will start work.  No Library staff will be allowed 
in the building during this project phase 
July 6, 2009 ~ Roofi ng and asbestos abatement is 
anticipated to be complete by this date, allowing the 
renovation of the building’s interiors to proceed 
October 5, 2009 ~ Facilities Services will begin re-installing 
shelving, furniture and equipment while Library Information 
Systems and the Communication Technology Management 
Department personnel install the IT network and voice 
equipment.  Library staff will then unpack and organize the 
collection throughout the new shelving layout 
November 2, 2009 ~ The reopening of the revamped 
Howson Branch Library will be celebrated 
 

Cepeda Music Garden Project:  The Design and 
Documentation Phase for the Cepeda Music Garden 
Project is roughly 60% complete at the present time.  The 
design for the exhibit wall niche has been completed, and 
Cotera & Reed Architects will soon schedule a meeting with 
the Project Building Committee, the Friends Foundation, 
and the Library Facilities Planning Manager to review the 
project design, particularly the design of the exhibit wall 
niche.  Cotera & Reed Architects have previously reviewed 
the design with former Council Member Raul Alvarez, 
now a member of the committee selecting performers/
composers for inclusion in the exhibits.  Cotera & Reed 
Architects, in turn, received from Mr. Alvarez the number 
and characteristics of the selected performers/composers 
to be included in the exhibits.  A work session has been 
scheduled for Friday, April 24, 2009 with communication 
and technology consultants to review potential systems 
to provide sound and lighting for individual wall niches.  
The following tentative schedule has been established for 
completion of this unique project:

Phase                          Start Date        End Date

Preliminary                    COMPLETED

Design                          4/1/2008            6/26/2009

Bid Process                  6/29/09              11/27/2009

Construction                  11/27/2009        11/27/2009

Post Construction          11/27/2010        11/27/2011

Security Camera Installation Project:  For the week of 
April 20, 2009, the Library Department had scheduled 
fi fteen walk-through inspections with TAC, the City’s 
selected vendor for security systems, in order to get a 
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comprehensive quote for camera installations at the 
libraries.  Unfortunately, those walk-through inspections 
had to be cancelled as the Communication and Technology 
Management Offi ce was not able to accommodate that 
schedule due to work load issues.  The Library Department 
is now waiting for the assigned project manager from the 
Communications and Technology Management Offi ce 
to return to the work place on April 27, 2009 so that the 
necessary walk-through inspections of our library facilities 
may be rescheduled with TAC.   

 Austin History Center

NEW HOURS
•Beginning May 3, the AHC will be adopting new open 
hours to better serve the majority of researchers using 
the AHC. The new schedule allows the AHC to be open 
6 days a week, instead of 5, without the need to add 
staffi ng or impact the budget. The AHC will no longer be 
open for evening hours when the AHC was rarely used by 
researchers. The new schedule will be:
Monday: Closed
Tuesday-Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Programming & Outreach
•Photo Curator Daniel Alonzo gave a presentation about 
preserving historic photographs to the Daughters of the 
American Revolution on March 3.
•Mexican American Neighborhood Liaison Gloria Espitia 
gave a presentation to the Tejano Music Coalition on March 
10.
•Manager Mike Miller presented a paper, “Eyewitness to 
an Emerging Texas: The Elisha Marshall Pease Papers 
1835-1861” at the Texas State Historical Association 
Annual Meeting on March 26.

Collections
•Work has begun on the TexTreasures grant to digitize the 
Jones Glass Plates collection. A part-time intern, Jordan 
Berson, has been hired and he has already scanned all the 
images (471) and has begun researching and cataloging 
them. These images are from the time period of late 1890s.
•AHC staff and volunteers completed processing the 
following archival collections:  Betty Wilke Cox papers 
(AR.2005.009) and the FBI series addition to the Charles 
Whitman/APD collection (AR.2000.002). In addition, 
the fi nding aid for the City Clerk’s Records was tagged 
in Encoded Archival Description (EAD) and published 
on TARO: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/aushc/00026/
ahc-00026.html

Publications
•Photos from the AHC were purchased for use in the CNN 
series “How We Got Started,” a website on the Austin 
music community, and the 7th edition of “Government and 
Politics in Texas” published by McGraw-Hill.
• Local author Lori Swick just published Comfort and 

Mirth (TCU Press), a novel set in 1920s Austin. Ms. Swick 
spent “hundreds of hours” at the AHC researching early 
Austin for her book. She had this to say: “With your help, 
I’ve logged hundreds of hours looking through pictures 
and postcards of Austin during the years 1910 to 1924, 
and searched back and forth through reels of newspapers 
on micro-fi che. I could not have completed this project 
without the resources at the Austin History Center, and I am 
extremely grateful. I loved living in Austin early in the 20th 
century while I researched and wrote this story.”

Exhibits
•“Vietnam to Austin: Restoring Community” continues to 
be well received and generate much positive media for the 
AHC. Asian American Neighborhood Liaison Esther Chung 
has appeared in news segments on News8 and Fox 7, and 
stories about the exhibit have appeared in Pacifi c Citizen 
and AustinAsian.com.

AHCA News
•The AHCA will be holding its annual meeting on Friday, 
May 22, 6:30-8:30. A new slate of board members and 
offi cers will be elected at this meeting. The program for 
the evening includes a presentation from the “Save Muni” 
organization and how they used the AHC to research and 
discover that Lions Municipal Golf Course was the fi rst 
public golf course to integrate in the south.

Upcoming Events
•Gloria Espitia, Mexican American Neighborhood Liaison, 
is planning an oral history training workshop to be held 
on April 18, 10am – 3pm, at the Ruiz Branch Library. The 
event is free but limited to 40 participants; reservations can 
be sent to gloria.espitia@ci.austin.tx.us. This event is the 
fi rst step in her “Preserving the voices of Austin and Travis 
County Mexican American elderly residents: Oral History 
Month Campaign” that is taking place throughout the month 
of May. The project culminates in a program at the Mexican 
American Cultural Center on May 14, 2009: “Memorias 
Mexicano Americano en Austin y el condado de Travis: a 
panel discussion” at 7:00 pm. On March 16, Gloria received 
the offi cial word of a $1000 grant from Humanities Texas to 
help fund this project.
•May 14, 6-9 pm. Arts Crawl at the AHC. The AHC is 
partnering with other Austin museums for an immigration 
related arts crawl on this evening. The AHC will be open 
for public viewing of the current exhibit, “Vietnam to Austin: 
Restoring Community” and local Vietnamese artist Tien 
Nguyen will be speaking about his “microart.”

Central Library Services
After closing from March 2 until April 15, the John Henry 
Faulk Central Library reopened with a more inviting fi rst fl oor 
appearance. Improvements were new entrance/exit sliding 
glass doors, a new information desk, more self-check machines, 
a self-service reserve pick-up area, a new space for DVDs 
and CDs, new carpeting (on the east side of the fi rst fl oor and 
up the stairway), new chairs for the public computers, and a 
rearrangement of the fi ction section to make the layout more 
intuitive to fi nd items. Other changes included reworking the 
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reference desk on the 2nd fl oor and consolidating all periodicals 
on the 2nd fl oor.  All these improvements should make for easier 
access and more convenience for customers.
 
Will Hampton Branch recently requested that Blair Parsons, 
Reference Librarian II, come to their staff meeting to discuss 
reference strategies for branch staff and when to hand customers 
off to Reference at the John Henry Faulk Central Library. The visit 
was quite successful and much knowledge gained according to 
those in attendance.

Marketing Communications
The Marketing division initiated 20 media releases resulting in a 
value of over $9,500.  A majority of the media stories resulted in 
stories  appearing in the Austin American-Statesaman, Spanish 
newspapers such as Ahora Si,  and El Mundo and the Austin 
Chrnoicle.  Additionally, stories on the grand opening of the 
Recycled Reads bookstore  appeared on KGSR Radio, KUT, and  
News 8, 

The Marketing team launched the NEW logo developed by the 
marketing fi rm Russell/Shaw. The logo was unveiled during 
National Library Week and can be seen on the Library’ s web 
site www.cityofaustin.org/library. As new materials and items are 
generated the marketing group will be implementing the new logo 
on these items.  Additionally, the NEW Read poster was launched 
with City Manager Marc Ott being on this year’s celebrity poster. 
These posters are on display at all library locations.  The national 
magaizine, The Library Journal featured the READ poster in their 
online publication. This can be seen at 

http://www.libraryjournal.com/blog/1010000101/post/1030043303.
html

Youth Services Division:
Spring is here and Youth Services is celebrating the change of 
season through literature programs for all shapes and sizes! 
One highlight of the season was the roll out of a new traveling 
puppet show featuring the folktale Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears. Twenty two shows will reach thousands of youngsters and 
their caregivers throughout the Austin community in April and 
May. A fun last minute production of the show was given for two 
child care groups at the Faulk Central Library arranged for the 
purpose of fi lming a national PBS documentary television show, 
Retirement Revolution. Austin, Texas is currently listed as the 
number two city of great places to retire, and many grandparents 
use APL as a resource for their grandchildren, thus the feature 
of Youth Services Literature LIVE! Theater Troupe in the 
documentary was a great match.

Program and Outreach Services

In addition to the traveling puppet show presentations by Karen 
Carlson and Devo Carpenter, the Program and Outreach 
team continue regularly scheduled service at several outreach 
locations. These partnership agencies appreciate the support of 
APL Youth Services to bring books and youth together in multiple 
formats. People’s Community Clinic (PCC) received storytime 
sessions in March designed to engage and calm children waiting 
to see a doctor for Wellness check appointments. Clinic storytime 
offers an opportunity to promote library services to non-traditional 
library users and immigrants new to Austin. Ambray Gonzales 
delivers bilingual-peppered storytimes twice monthly at the clinic. 

In May, Storytime Training will be presented to PCC volunteers 
so that they may offer quality literature based programs to 
supplement the APL storytime sessions. Other agencies receiving 
twice monthly storytime presentations are El Buen Samaritano 
Child Learning Center, Austin Children’s Shelter, and SafePlace.

The Storytime Connection Program is a fl urry with trained 
volunteers taking storytime to multiple child care centers in 
Austin. Kathleen Houlihan, Youth Outreach Librarian presented 
a Storytime Connection Orientation for new volunteers in March 
and will present another session in May. In addition, Kathleen is 
making great headway working with the Second Chance Books 
Project at the Gardner Betts Juvenile Justice Detention Center. 

Ellen Scott and Devo Carpenter, superb Storytime Training 
afi cionados presented a session in March at St. Edwards 
University.  Devo and Anita Rizley presented a Storytime 
Roundtable for APL Librarians in March. A larger session will be 
available to Teen Librarians in the near future. 

The outreach partnership with The Bob Bullock Texas State 
History Museum continues to grow. A six month pilot project with 
the museum has cemented the addition of storytime programs for 
museum participants on a regular basis. Museum staff and Anita 
are currently exploring larger partnership opportunities to bring 
storytelling to the forefront in Austin. Anita is also working with Dell 
Children’s Hospital to provide literature programs for children of all 
ages at the hospital.  The fi rst program presentation will be in April 
in concert with therapy dogs. What could be more fun than a Dog 
themed storytime with live therapy dogs in attendance! 

Anita is working to complete bookings for May author programs 
to celebrate Children’s Book Week. These author visits are 
scheduled for Milwood Branch, Old Quarry Branch, S.E. Austin 
Community Branch, Terrazas Branch, and Windsor Park Branch. 
Featured authors will include: Lila Guzman, Liz Garton Scanlon, 
and Don Tate. The Children’s Book Week programs partner 
with AISD Elementary Schools to bring youth to the library to 
experience great author presentations. Anita is also working 
on Summer Reading Program bookings for the annual summer 
program coming in June and July. 

Another outreach event on the horizon is a library card outreach to 
teen parents and their children at Eastside Memorial High School 
at the Johnston Campus. Other upcoming literacy events will take 
place at Alison Elementary School and Walnut Creek Elementary 
School.

The Bibliofi les Book Cart Drill Team is currently working on a 
new routine designed for local festival events. The routine will 
be presented on Saturday, May 2 at the annual Celebration of 
Families, to be held at the Palmer Auditorium.

Children’s Services

In addition to her role as Children’s Services Coordinator, Sally 
Miculek also takes responsibility for the selection and purchase 
of Children’s non-English Language materials.  In March, she 
worked to spend down the funds allocated to these materials, and 
plans to have these funds close to completely encumbered before 
she departs for a few months in mid-April upon the birth of her 
second child.  

Suzanne Sanders, who currently divides her time between the 
Pleasant Hill and Howson branches, tells this uplifting story from 
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one of her Caravan programs: 
Robin, a tiny six year old, comes to the library almost every day 
with her aunt.  While her aunt is on the computer, Robin looks at 
books and amuses herself.  Lately, she has been coming to the 
Caravan and yesterday she told me that her Mom and her Dad 
are in prison so she stays with her aunt…She and I made stick 
puppets with another little girl, Elizabeth, and she and Robin took 
turns telling each other stories with the puppets.  I am so glad the 
Library is a safe and comfortable place for her.  I’m also glad she 
uses stories to express herself – storytelling is a wonderful way for 
children to make sense of their lives. 

On a funnier note, Suzanne reports that one of the mothers in her 
storytime requested that her toddler “Be quiet, like at Storytime,” 
during a church service.  Instead of being quiet, though, the 
toddler belted out a chorus of the storytime favorite, “Wind the 
Bobbin,” with hand motions!

Stephanie Shipman is also dividing her time between two 
branches.  In her case, she shares time between the Twin Oaks 
and Little Walnut Creek branches.  She reports that an activity in 
her Mother-Daughter bookclub where she asked the participants 
to write down events they recalled from elementary school 
resulted in a great discussion and the discovery of many shared 
experiences, including broken bones, reading the same books, 
and even punching boys!  While the group was hesitant at fi rst to 
participate in this activity, Stephanie notes that in the end they all 
agreed that it was lots of fun!  

At the Little Walnut Creek branch, Stephanie has some regular 
storytime participants who look up to her as a real role model.  
A grandmother who brings her two young granddaughters 
to storytime recently told Stephanie about the girls’ bedtime 
storytime play.  One said to the other, “Well, Ms. Stephanie 
says…” This kind of role playing is benefi cial to children for 
a number of reasons, and we’re always pleased to hear that 
children see Librarians and other adults in public service 
professions as people to emulate.  

Aubrey Sanders is the currently displaced Children’s Librarian for 
the North Village branch.  Although Aubrey’s branch is closed right 
now, she’s fi nding many opportunities to help fellow librarians and 
gain collection development and programming experience in a 
variety of branch settings.  In March, Aubrey assisted at the Sew 
What? program presented by Elizabeth Murphy at the Yarborough 
branch.  In these workshops, participants learn how to read and 
develop simple sewing patterns and use the Library’s many 
sewing and handicrafts books for inspiration.  One participant, a 
younger girl named Helen, needed extra assistance from Aubrey 
with the skirt she was learning to make.  When she fi nished, 
Helen asked, “You mean I could really wear this…even on the 
playground?”  Happily, the answer is YES!

Celia Holm, Children’s Librarian at the Spicewood Springs 
branch, has been moonlighting at the Library’s new bookstore, 
Austin Recycled Reads.  In March, she enjoyed working with Noa 
Baron, of the Library’s Circulation Support division, to present 
an Altered Books program at the bookstore.  This program 
used books that, due to their condition, could not be sold at the 
bookstore, and altered them to become works of art or utility.  One 
participant even made a handbag from a book!  This program 
was so successful that Celia has been able to secure an invitation 
to return in the summer to present an Altered Books activity 
designed for children and teens. 

Elizabeth Murphy, Children’s Librarian at the Yarborough branch, 

hosted a Teen Book Club discussion on The Hunger Games 
in March.  Inspired by the book, Elizabeth set up a “Hunger 
Game” for the teens to take part in before launching into book 
discussion.  She asked teens to answer questions from the Worst 
Case Scenario Survival Game in order to earn snacks from a 
cornucopia, and then scramble for backpacks in a giant “invisible 
cornucopia.”  They could use, trade, or keep the “supplies” 
(including snacks, bubbles, light sticks, mini fl ashlights, and other 
odds and ends) from their backpacks.  The book discussion took 
place in a darkened room, using only the glow of light sticks and 
red fl ashlights.  

Elizabeth also notes that one positive consequence to the many 
layoffs that have taken place lately has been a surge in fathers 
participating in Storytime programs.  

Debbie Keith, the Children’s Librarian at the Old Quarry branch, 
particularly enjoys offering reference and reader’s advisory 
assistance.  She notes that in just one hour of this kind of service 
in March she had the opportunity to assist a young customer who 
needed to fi nd materials in order to fi nish some schoolwork that 
had not been completed during the school day.  She was also 
able to assist a parent in locating Lord of the Flies and requesting 
a hold for him at the nearest location where the book was 
available.  She was also able to assist an elderly customer who 
wanted to use her brand-new library card to borrow some books 
on feng shui.  Debbie says these anecdotes fall in the category 
of “Why I Work in the Public Library,” and goes on, “I enjoy the 
variety of the public library.” 

At the Cepeda branch, Jean Holland spent a very busy week 
during Austin ISD’s spring break.  The branch had decided to 
adopt an All things Hawaiian theme for the week, and Jean 
assisted with the numerous programs offered, including activities 
with hula hoops, bubbles, a dance performance, movies, and 
crafts.  The week was busy, but Jean notes that she was pleased 
with the attendance at the programs and that she learned a great 
deal about the City’s purchasing process by helping the branch 
make arrangements with the Library’s purchasing offi ce and the 
Island Rhythms hula company for the dance performance.  

Teen Services 

In March, Teen Services offi cially launched the Connected Youth 
Project.  Our fi rst two branches to get laptops for checkout by 
young people were Ruiz and Carver.  We are in the process of 
planning special programs that will take exciting technology and 
literacy activities to other APL branches, and we are planning the 
roll-out of the next two branches (Windsor Park and University 
Hills).  The entire Teen Services team is to be commended for 
their ongoing work on this project, in the midst of so many other 
things.

Here are some anecdotes from Teen Services staff for March:

Brazos Price - I had some wonderful experiences booktalking and 
readers’ advisory at the Gardner Betts Detention facility.  I spoke 
with a youth today about his time there and we connected over 
the book the House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer.  He didn’t 
know that I went out to GB but now he does and I think that we 
will talk about books in the future as well.

Alison O’Reilly - Suzanne has asked me for more Horrible Harry 
books because they were circ’ing well at APH, and when I went 
back to ACE to order her more copies I noticed there were 
multiple copies that ACE could spare, so I sent them to her. 
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Suzanne emailed me to tell me that the very day they arrived at 
her branch, a little girl came in and asked for one of the titles I 
sent! The girl apparently was thrilled, as was I!

Jenn Freeman - After school one of my “house rules” is that to be 
in the Teen Center you must be seated in a chair.  I had a young 
man come to talk to one of his friends using the computer closest 
to the door.  After a few minutes I realized he wasn’t going to 
leave on his own so I said my usual spiel, “Find a seat, please 
sir.”  He’s a “regular” and immediately looked around for an empty 
seat but all were full.  He decided to try to sneak a seat on the 
fl oor on the other side of some kids where he thought I couldn’t 
see him.  I repeated, “Find a seat please sir… and the fl oor 
doesn’t count.”  He didn’t move.  “I seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
youuuuuuuuuuuuu…”  He stood up and said, “But Miss Jenn, my 
knees hurt.”  And I replied with a smile, “Oh!  Well, you should 
defi nitely fi nd a seat outside the center so you can rest your knees 
so they won’t hurt!”  He kind of gave me a blank look while he was 
trying to fi gure a way out he could remain in the center but not in a 
seat.  He fi nally started grinning and said, “Touché!” as he walked 
out of the center.

Joanna Nigrelli - At the 3/25 AMR storytime, I announced that 
I wouldn’t be there the next week (TLA) but Alison would. After 
storytime a mom (who may speak English as a second language) 
came to ask if I would be returning or if Alison would be the new 
librarian. I said I’d be back as I was just going out of town. She 
said something like “Oh good. We love you! We like you better 
than BookPeople!”  (The BP part was verbatim.) 

Jenn Hartley - On March 3 the Kindergarten classes from Widen 
Elementary came over in shifts for three storytimes. This was the 
day of TAKS testing for the older kids, so it was a nice way to get 
the kids to visit the library and allow the building to be quiet for the 
test-takers. 
All three storytimes were so much fun! I started out with a 
storytelling we learned at the workshop in the Fall, the Old Lady 
and the Pig. They really love the piggy noises! We continued on 
the pig theme with Not a Stick, which was a great choice for using 
their imaginations and they got really good at it; and I’m Going to 
Play Outside, which some of the classes had read already, but 
they happily read along. 

The biggest hit was the last story, Punk Farm, which included 
everyone in a rousing punk rock rendition of “Old McDonald Had 
a Farm.” It was great that the kids enjoyed the song and got the 
jokes, especially the last group. They were also very excited about 
getting their “punk pig” stamp at the end.

Since then I have seen several of the children visit with their 
parents and a few have come for Caravan and storytime. It was 
so much fun that plans are in the works for a regular rotation of 
storytime for the Widen pre-K and Kinder for next Fall.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

APRIL 2009
April 27:  7:00 p.m., Cepeda Branch, Library Commission • 
Meeting]
April 27:  3:30 p.m., Spicewood Springs Branch, “Read-In” • 
Discover new books or reacquaint yourself with classics!• 
April 27:  6:00 p.m., Hampton Branch, Tough Guys and Feisty • 
Femmes Film Series
April 27:  6:00 p.m., Windsor Park Branch, “Gaming @ the • 
Library: Dungeons and Dragons”  

April 27:  7:00 p.m., Spicewood Springs, Branch Mystery • 
Book Club, Mistress of the Art of Death by Ariana Franklin
April 27:  7:00 p.m., Cepeda Branch, Library Commission • 
Meeting
April 28:  3:30 p.m., Hampton Branch at Oak Hill, “Caravan” • 
Lots of stuff to make and do!• 
April 28:  3:30 p.m., Spicewood Springs, “Puppet Show: • 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears”
April 28:  3:30 p. m., Twin Oaks Branch, “Caravan” Lots of • 
stuff to make and do!
April 28:  5:00 p.m., Ruiz Branch, Talk Time. A library program • 
for English conversation practice.
April 28:  5:00 p.m., Southeast Austin Community Branch, • 
Talk Time.   A library program for English conversation 
practice.
April 28:  6:00 p.m., Yarborough Branch, “Sew What?!? Teen • 
Sewing Night: Phone & Sunglasses Cases” Basic sewing 
techniques and quick projects for ages 12 to 17.  Materials 
provided
April 28:  6:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch, Free Salsa dance • 
lessons with dance instructor Raul Ramirez.
April 29:  10:15 a.m., Old Quarry Branch, “Puppet Show: • 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears”  
April 29:  3:00 p.m., Southeast Austin Community Branch, • 
“Caravan”, Lots of stuff to make and do!
 April 29:  3:30 p.m., Milwood Branch, “Read-In” • 
Discover new books or reacquaint yourself with classics!• 
April 29:  4:00 p.m., St. John Branch, “Caravan” • 
Lots of stuff to make and do!• 
April 29:  4:00 p.m., Windsor Park Branch, “Read-In” Discover • 
new books or reacquaint yourself with classics!
April 29:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch, Oak Springs Chess • 
Club is open to beginner through advanced level players, 
adult and youths ages 8 and up.
April 29:  6:30 a.m., Howson Branch, Reel Independents Film • 
Series:  Ben X, director Nic Balthazar’s dazzling debut blends 
fantasy and harsh social realism.  Based on a true story, 
Balthazar brings us an utterly original and important fi lm.
April 29:  7:00 p.m., University Hills, Free Salsa dance • 
lessons with dance instructor Raul Ramirez
April 29:  7:00 p.m., Terrazas Branch, Talk Time. A library • 
program for English conversation practice.
April 30:  3:30 p.m., Yarborough Branch , “Caravan: Movie • 
Afternoon featuring The Doughnuts from Homer Price” 
Lots of stuff to make and do!• 
April 30:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library, Practiquemos • 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an 
opportunity to practice speaking Spanish with learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish speaking facilitator.
April 30:  7:00 p.m., Austin History Center, co-presentation, • 
Transformative Journeys, A Symposium, Transformative 
Journeys: A Symposium Thursday, April 30, 2009, 7:00 
p.m. at the Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum, Spirit 
Theater, ADMISSION FREE, Reservations Required: (512) 
936-4649 Join artists Lordy Rodriguez, Liliana Wilson, Tien 
Nguyen, Eduardo Xavier Garcia, and Terrence Moline as 
they discuss how their experience of immigration and place 
has informed their identities and work. The symposium 
is presented by the Austin Museum of Art, the Mexican 
American Cultural Center, the Austin History Center, Mexic-
Arte Museum, The George Washington Carver Museum 
and Cultural Center, and the Texas State History Museum in 
conjunction with the exhibit Forgotten Gateway: Coming to 
America Through Galveston Island on view at TSHM.
April 30:  7:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library, Talk Time. A library • 
program for English conversation practice.  



8

• 
MAY• 

• 
May 30: 10 a.m. Grand Opening of new North Village Branch, • 
2505 Steck Avenue
May 1 – 31, 2009, Preserving the Voices of Austin and Travis • 
County Mexican American Elderly Residents Oral History 
Month Long Campaign May 1 - 31 A full month of conducting 
oral history interviews with Mexican American elderly (65 and 
older) who live in Austin and Travis County. Interviews will 
be conducted by volunteers. For more information please 
contact Gloria Espitia by email, gloria.espitia@ci.austin.tx.us, 
or by phone, 512-974-7498.
May 1:  4:30 p.m., Howson Branch, Howson Anime Club:  • 
xxxHOLIC, is free and open to the public.
May 2, 2009,  5335 Burnet Road, Austin, TX (Recycled • 
Reads).  Recycled Reads Gift Certifi cates The Perfect Gift 
for Teacher Appreciation Week, May 2 - 9 The Austin Public 
Library’s own used book store Recycled Reads, 5335 Burnet 
Road, is proud to announce the perfect something for the 
teachers in your life – a gift certifi cate for books and other 
learning materials. A Recycled Read’s Gift Certifi cate is an 
ideal way to show that you care during Teacher Appreciation 
Week, May 2 through 9. Recycled Reads Gift certifi cates 
are available in $5, $10, $15, $25 and $50 amounts. We 
invite teachers to stop by Recycled Reads on Saturday, 
May 9 for a party of the minds. For more information please 
call 512- 323-5123 or visit www.cityofaustin.org/library. 
Recycled Reads’ Hours of Operation Tuesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Thursday, 3-9 p.m. Saturday, 12 noon-5 p.m. Sunday, 12 
noon-5 p.m.
May 2:  10:00 a.m., Yarborough Branch, Talk Time.  A library • 
program for English conversation practice.
May 2:  10:30 a.m., Hampton Branch. Creating a Wildlife • 
Garden, The Travis County Master Gardeners will present a 
workshop on wildlife habitats.
May 2:  11:00 a.m., Central Faulk Library.  Practiquemos • 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an 
opportunity to practice speaking Spanish with learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish speaking facilitator.
May 2:  11:30 a.m., Little Walnut Creek Branch, Talk Time. A • 
library program for English conversation practice.
May 2:  11:30 a.m., St. John Branch, Talk Time.     A library • 
program for English conversation practice.
May 2:  2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch, Free Salsa dance lessons • 
with dance instructor Raul Ramirez.
May 2:  3:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch, Free Salsa dance lessons • 
with dance instructor Raul Ramirez.
May 3:  On Sunday, as part of a city-wide initiative, a group • 
of young entreprenuers will run lemonade stands. Lemonade 
Day is a community-wide educational event designed to 
teach youth how to start, own and operate their very own 
lemonade business. Kids learn to set goals, develop a 
business plan, establish a budget, seek investors, provide 
customer service, and give back to our community. Be a part 
of this amazing event. Please visit www.LemonadeDay.org for 
more information about the program.
May 4:  Comic book specialty shops and libraries across • 
North America give away comic books every year on the fi rst 
Saturday of May -- Free Comic Book Day. We encourage 
you to visit the Library’s partner, Austin Books and Comics 
at 5002 North Lamar Blvd. and pick up a free comic book on 
Saturday, May 2. If you can’t make it on Saturday, drop by 
your nearest Austin Public Library location on Monday, May 
4 to get your free comic book. While you’re at it, check out 

the Library’s graphic novel sections for adults (call number: 
GN), teens (call number: GNY), and children (call number: 
GNJ). We also host a Graphic Novels Book Club at 7:00 p.m. 
every 3rd Wednesday at Halcyon Coffeehouse, 218 W 4th St. 
For more information please call 512-974-7400 or visit www.
cityofaustin.org/library.
May 4:  7:00 p.m., Hampton Branch, Breathing Life into • 
Words, Lorraine Meija-Greene on “Stretching Your Writing 
Skills” with writing exercises.
May 4:  7:00 p.m., Little City Café, Contemporary Fiction,  • 
Goldengrove by Francine Prose For more information please 
call 512-974-7400 or visit www.cityofaustin.org/library.
May 5:  5:00 p.m., Ruiz Branch.  Talk Time.  A library program • 
for English conversation practice.   
May 5:  5:00 p.m., Southeast Austin Community Branch.  Talk • 
Time.  A library program for English conversation practice.   
May 5:  6:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Free Salsa dance • 
classes with dance instructor Raul Ramirez
May 5:  6:30 a.m., Milwood Branch.  Books to Movies Club. A • 
discussion of the book Brokeback Mountain by Annie Proulx.  
May 5:  7:00 p.m., Spicewood Springs Branch.  Adult • 
Poetry Circle.  Participants will be encouraged to share and 
workshop creative work, but individual comfort levels will be 
respected. Please bring poems you’ve written. Beginning and 
advanced poets welcome. 
May 6:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  Chess Club.  The • 
Oak Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through 
advanced level players, adult and youth ages 8 and up. 
May 6:  7:00 p.m., Terrazas Branch.  Talk Time.  A library • 
program for English conversation practice.
May 7:  10:30 a.m., Old Quarry Branch.  Talk Time.  .  A • 
library program for English conversation practice.
May 7:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos • 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an 
opportunity to practice speaking Spanish with learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish speaking facilitator.
May 7:  7:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  Talk Time.  A library • 
program for English conversation practice.
May 12:  6:30 p.m., Austin History Center, “Behind These • 
walls Tour”,   Behind the scenes tours of the Austin History 
Center are held on the second Tuesday of every month from 
6:30pm to 8pm. Tours are free and open to the public but 
advance reservations are required. Contact Jeff Cohen at 
512.974.7499 to reserve a spot.
May 12:  6:30 p.m., Milwood Branch, Books to Movies movie • 
screening: Brokeback Mountain, A screening of the 2005 fi lm 
Brokeback Mountain, based on the book by Annie Proulx
May  12:  7:00 p.m., Old Quarry 2nd Tuesday Book Club• 
May 12:  7:00 p.m., Windsor Park Branch, Book Club May • 
meeting, “Yonder Stands Your Orphan” by Barry Hannah
May 13: 6:30 p.m., Ruiz Branch, Reel Independents fi lm • 
series presents “Trap” a fi lm by director Srdan Golubovic
May 14:  6:00 p.m., Austin History Center, co-presentation, • 
Arts on the Move, Six cultural institutions in Austin invite you 
to an arts crawl that explores immigrant artist experiences. 
Participating cultural organizations and exhibitions include: 
Texas State History Museum (www.thestoryoftexas.com), 
Forgotten Gateway: Coming to America Through Galveston 
Island Austin Museum of Modern Art (www.amoa.org), 
Lordy Rodriguez: The States of America Austin History 
Center (www.ci.austin.tx.us/library/ahc/), Vietnam to Austin: 
Restoring Community Mexic-Arte Museum (www.mexic-
artemuseum.org), 25th Anniversary Permanent Collection 
Exhibition Mexican American Cultural Center (www.ci.austin.
tx.us/macc/), Right Now From Far Away (featuring the work 
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of Liliana Wilson and Cecilia Sanchez Duarte) The George 
Washington Carver Museum and Cultural Center (www.
ci.austin.tx.us/carver/), Katrina’s Children.
May 16:  5:00 p.m., St. John Branch, Family Movie Night, • 
Bring the whole family to our Family Movie Nights. We’ll be 
highlighting entertaining documentaries and movies on the 
3rd Saturday of the month at 5 p. m. (The branch closes at 
4 pm on Saturdays, but on this day we re-open at 5 for the 
movie only). Tonight we will be showing: The Mummy: Tomb 
of the Dragon Emperor (PG-13)  
May 18:  7:00 p.m., Spicewood Springs  Branch, Mystery • 
Book Club will host mystery writer Susan Wittig Albert
May 18:  7:00 p.m., Yarborough Branch, Library Commission • 
Meeting
May 20:   7:00 p.m.,  Halcyon Coffee, 4th & Lavaca, The • 
Graphic Novels Book Club will be meeting to discuss Y: The 
Last Man, Volume 1 by Brian Vaughan and Pia Guerra
May 20:  6:30 p.m., Manchaca Road Branch, Book Club.  In • 
May we will discuss “Animal, Vegetable, Miracle” by Barbara 
Kingsolver.
May 28:  7:00 p.m., University Hills Branch, “Let’s Talk • 
About It”.  “The Dead” by James Joyce will be the fi nal title 
discussed in the “Let’s Talk About It: Love and Forgiveness 
In the Light of Death” discussion series lead by Dr. Margaret 
Izutsu.
JUNE• 
June 1-August 31 Summer Reading Program:One Green • 
World! 

• 
June 6: 10am to 12noon Pleasant Hill Branch; Green Fest • 
event to kick off 2009 Summer Reading Program:One Green 
World
June 9:  6:30 p.m., Austin History Center, “Behind These • 
Walls Tour”, Behind the scenes tours of the Austin History 
Center are held on the second Tuesday of every month from 
6:30pm to 8pm. Tours are free and open to the public but 
advance reservations are required. Contact Jeff Cohen at 
512.974.7499 to reserve a spot.
June 9:  7:00 p.m., Windsor Park Branch, “1776” by David • 
McCollough
June 22:  7:00 p.m., Austin History Center, Library • 
Commission Meeting

• 
JULY• 
July 14:  6:30 p.m., Austin History Center, “Behind • 
These Walls Tour”, Behind the scenes tours of the 
Austin History Center are held on the second Tuesday 
of every month from 6:30pm to 8pm. Tours are free 
and open to the public but advance reservations are 
required. Contact Jeff Cohen at 512.974.7499 to 
reserve a spot.
July 27:  7:00 p.m., Milwood Branch, Library • 
Commission Meeting

• 
AUGUST • 
August 11:  6:30 p.m., Austin History Center, “Behind These • 
Walls Tour”, Behind the scenes tours of the Austin History 
Center are held on the second Tuesday of every month from 
6:30pm to 8pm. Tours are free and open to the public but 
advance reservations are required. Contact Jeff Cohen at 
512.974.7499 to reserve a spot.

• 
SEPTEMBER• 
September 8:  6:30 p.m., Austin History Center, “Behind • 

These Walls Tour”, Behind the scenes tours of the Austin 
History Center are held on the second Tuesday of every 
month from 6:30pm to 8pm. Tours are free and open to the 
public but advance reservations are required. Contact Jeff 
Cohen at 512.974.7499 to reserve a spot.
September 28:  7:00 p.m., Manchaca Road, Library • 
Commission Meeting

• 
• 

OCTOBER • 
October 26:  7:00 p.m., Austin History Center, Library • 
Commission Meeting

• 
Brenda Branch,                                                                       • 
Director of Libraries
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