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Highlights
The Austin Public Library Commission will be hosting fi ve Public 
Input Meetings:
• Tuesday, October 27 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Manchaca Road 

Branch, 5500 Manchaca Rd. 
• Wednesday, October 28 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Ruiz Branch, 

1600 Grove Blvd. 
• Thursday, October 29 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., City Hall/

Council Chambers, 301 W. Second St. 
• Tuesday, November 10 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Carver 

Branch, 1161 Angelina St. 
• Thursday, November 12 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., North Village 

Branch, 2505 Steck Ave.
The goal of this process is to capture the vision, values, and ideas 
of the community. Community input is crucial to ensure that the 
new Central Library meets the City’s needs.

Two new circulation policies took effect on October 1, 2009:
• As part of the 2009-2010 Library Budget, the Library will 

begin charging for holds not picked up within the allotted 10 
calendar day hold period. Accounts will be charged a $1.00 
fee per item that is not picked up. 

• The loan period for DVDs and VHS tapes will be extended to 
3 weeks, but, due to high demand, there will be no renewal 
option for these items. 

Facilities Services
New Central Library Project:  The New Central Library Project 
continues to gather momentum with every passing day, it seems.  
At last month’s Library Commission meeting, held on Monday, 
September 28, 2009, representatives from the joint venture 
design team of Lake/Flato Architects with Shepley Bulfi nch 
Richardson and Abbott, along with Public Works and Library 
Facilities Services staff members, made a presentation to the 
Commissioners on the progress of the project thus far and what 
actions should be anticipated in the weeks and months to come.  
On Wednesday , October 7, 2009 and Tuesday, October 8, 2009, 
library planners from both architectural fi rms of the design team 
joint venture interviewed various division managers whose work 
forces will operate the New Central Library.  More staff interviews 
are anticipated to be conducted by the architects over the next 
several weeks in an effort to wrap up the programming phase 
of the project.  A series of public input meetings have been 
scheduled and are now being widely advertised which will enable 
Austin’s citizens to share their visions and ideas for the New 
Central Library with the project architects.  

A teen focus group meeting to provide design input to the process 
has also been scheduled on Wednesday, November 11, 2009, 
from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at Austin High School.  In related 
developments, a Pre-submittal Meeting was held on Thursday, 
October 8, 2009 for involved staff and the three fi rms now short-
listed for  the New Central Library Construction Manager at Risk 
Phase II Selection Process, and on Friday, October 23, 2009, the 
Final Evaluation Meeting will be conducted to rank the responders 
to the New Central Library Project Commissioning Agent Request 
for Qualifi cations. The project schedule for the New Central 

Library now stands as follows:
 
November, 2009 ~ Programming & Citizen/Stakeholder Input 
Process Completed
November, 2009 ~ Design Phase Initiated
December, 2009 ~ Council Award of Commissioning Agent 
Contract
January, 2010 ~ Council Award of Construction Manager at Risk 
Contract
March, 2010 ~ Commissioning Agent Contract Executed
April, 2010 ~ Construction Manager at Risk Contract Executed
Spring, 2010 ~ Schematic Design Completed (30% Complete 
Design Package Delivered)
•Library Commission Briefed
•Council Approval Sought
Early Fall, 2010 ~ Design Development Completed (60% 
Complete Design Package Delivered)
•Library Commission Briefed
•Council Approval Sought
Late Spring/Early Summer, 2011 ~ Guaranteed Maximum Price 
Determined and Approved by Council
Summer, 2011 ~ Design Phase Completed
Fall, 2011 ~ Guaranteed Maximum Price Finalized and Approved 
by Council
Fall, 2011 ~ Building Permits Received
Fall, 2011 ~ Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Winter, 2011 ~ Construction Begins
Fall, 2013 ~ Construction Completed
Spring, 2014 ~ Grand Opening
 
 
Twin Oaks Branch Library Replacement Project:  The 
construction of the new Twin Oaks Branch Library is proceeding 
apace at the moment.  The main electric service panel and the 
electric meter have both been set, and following the fi nal electrical 
inspections, permanent power was provided to the building. 
Achieving this benchmark is now allowing the air-conditioning 
units to be started up to provide climate control for the interior 
spaces.  Establishing complete interior climate control will permit 
the fl ooring to be fi rst delivered to the site and then installed.   In 
the meantime, a number of tasks are being attended to, including 
construction of the whimsical  “crooked house entryway” to the 
Children’s Area, various millwork installations throughout the 
facility, testing the fi re alarm system, and cleaning and sealing 
the exposed wood trusses.  Ongoing exterior work at this time 
includes completing the rainwater harvesting system, continuing 
work on the dry creek bed, installation of the gas meter, forming/
pouring the fi nal concrete needed at the building and fi nishing the 
site’s sidewalks. The most recent construction schedule received 
from the contractor  establishes substantial completion of the 
project as being achieved by February 22, 2010.  The Library 
Department will studiously monitor the contractor’s progress 
in completing construction so that the Twin Oaks lease space 
library may be closed at the optimal date to allow the collection 
to be relocated to the new facility.  Based on the latest contractor 
schedule received, however, it may not prove feasible to celebrate 
the Grand Opening of the new Twin Oaks Branch Library until 
sometime near the end of April, 2010.
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Howson Branch Library Reroof Project:  While the roof 
replacement and the asbestos abatement of the Howson Branch 
Library proceeded according schedule, the interior remodeling 
of this fi fty-year old building has proven to be every bit as 
challenging as such renovation projects are reputed to be.  In 
recent weeks, Library Facilities Services staff have uncovered 
a number of hidden conditions within the building, the most 
serious of which – moisture intrusion in the foundation – will 
delay the reopening of the facility until the Spring of 2010 so that 
the necessary repair work may  carried through to successful 
completion.  The Library Department is cognizant that this 
unfortunate delay in reopening the Howson Branch Library 
constitutes a great inconvenience to our customers, but it is 
necessary to redress the problem now in a lasting manner so that 
the building can be safely returned to public use.  It is hoped that 
the fully renovated, asbestos-free library with its increased public 
space, enlarged computer area, improved internet connectivity, 
enhanced audiovisual presentation equipment for the meeting 
room, new air-conditioning units, a rainwater harvesting system 
and a fully accessible handicapped entrance/exit to the parking lot 
will prove to be worth waiting for just a little longer  prior to it once 
again being restored to use by the community it was built to serve.
 
Cepeda Music Garden Project:  Cotera & Reed Architects has 
recently reconfi rmed to the Library Department that they are very 
close to completing the Construction Drawings and Specifi cations 
Documents contracted by the Austin Public Library Friends 
Foundation.  These 100% complete Construction Drawings 
and Specifi cation Manuals are necessary in order that this long 
anticipated art project may be advertised by the City of Austin for 
contractor proposals.
 
Security Camera Installation Project:  The Communications 
and Technology Management Department’s vendor, TAC Systems 
Integration Group, has ordered and is awaiting shipment of the 
video surveillance equipment which they will be responsible for 
installing at various library locations.  TAC Systems Integration 
Group has likewise ordered the security cameras, acquired 
at a discounted price, which Library staff members from the 
Information Systems and Facilities Services divisions will be 
installing at the remaining library locations.  All of the ordered 
video surveillance equipment, including the security cameras, will 
be delivered to the City of Austin before the end of current month, 
October, 2009, so that this pressing personnel and property 
protection project can be carried through to successful completion 
as soon as may prove possible.   
 
Zaragoza Warehouse Fire Suppression Sprinkler System 
Upgrade Project:   The fi nal PER (Preliminary Engineering 
Report) for the existing fi re suppression sprinkler system at 
the Zaragoza Warehouse is due to the City of Austin from the 
contracted Mechanical Electrical Plumbing (MEP) engineering 
fi rm on Monday, October 19, 2009.  The Library Department 
will then review the report and determine which of the system 
upgrade options presented are both fi nancially feasible and 
most conducive to providing comprehensive fi re protection for its 
primary storage facility.   Upon completion of the department’s 
review and correction of the PER , the contracted MEP fi rm will be 
notifi ed to proceed on or about October 27, 2009 with the Design 
Phase for a new integrated fi re suppression sprinkler system for 
the Zaragoza Warehouse.  
 
Austin History Center Wheelchair Lift Retrofi t Project:  At the 
present time, the Library Department’s architectural consultant 

for this project is proceeding with completion of the Construction 
Drawings and Specifi cation Manuals needed to advertise the work 
for proposals by qualifi ed contractors.  Installation of this ramp 
will further enhance accessibility to the Austin History Center by 
creating handicapped parking spaces closer to that facility, an 
improvement which has long been a request from the wheelchair 
using community in Austin.

Media Relations
A total of 18 news releases were initiated in September

Central Libary Services
Faulk Central has added a new public computer class, MS Power 
Point, so there are now 13 computer classes per month to the 
public. The classes are taught by librarians and volunteers. Faulk 
Central also offers a weekly computer lab for job seekers and 
those who need individual help using a computer. Another popular 
class is Practiquemos Espanol, where customers can practice 
their Spanish, which is offered twice a week.

Austin History Center
Awards
•The Austin History Center episode of the KLRU Downtown 
show was nominated for an Emmy Award in the Texas Heritage 
– Program/Feature category. The Lone Star Emmy Award show 
is October 17 in Dallas. To view the program, go to: http://www.
ci.austin.tx.us/library/ahc/downtown.htm

Programming & Outreach
•Mexican American Neighborhood Liaison Gloria Espitia 
participated in many Diez y Seis events around town. On 9/15, 
Gloria promoted the AHC at the Hispanic City Employees Diez 
y Seis event at City Hall, and that evening, had a booth at the 
celebration at the MACC. Over 3000 people attended the event, 
one of the largest crowds ever at the MACC. On the 16th, Gloria 
also had a booth at the Riverside ACC Diez y Seis de September 
event.
•Gloria continues to promote the Mexican American Traiblazers 
project (http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/library/ahc/trailblazers.htm). 
She was interviewed by KUT radio and was interviewed for the 
television show Hispanic Today that airs on Public Access TV.
•Asian American Neighborhood Liaison Esther Chung represented 
the AHC at the annual Asia Food Fest on 9/12/09, reaching 
over 800 people. Esther also made a couple of presentations: 
on 9/16 she gave a talk to the UT Asian American Faculty/
Staff Association, and on 9/30 she gave her “Asians in Texas” 
presentation to the UT Service Learning class.
•Manager Mike Miller gave a presentation, “A Tour Through 19th 
Century Austin,” for the East Austin Rotary Club on 9/22; 11 
people were in attendance.

Collections
•Staff completed the processing of a number of collections in 
September, including:
•AR.2009.067. Contract and Land Management Department 
Records. This collection contains photographs from the 
Fort Branch of Boggy Creek Phase II Culvert and Channel 
Improvements Webberville Road and Hefl in Lane project. 
See the full inventory online at: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/
aushc/00027/ahc-00027.html
•AR.2009.003. John McNeill Papers. The collection contains 
materials including correspondence received by John McNeil 
while in the Armed Service as well as ephemera such as War 



3

Ration booklets, a poll tax receipt and Boy Scout certifi cates. A 
preliminary inventory of the collection is online at: http://www.lib.
utexas.edu/taro/aushc/00032/ahc-00032.html

Publications
•Photos from the AHC were purchased for publication in an 
upcoming book, “Hill Country Deco,” from TCU Press, in the 
Hayes Free Press, for display at the PARD Annex building, and for 
the Governor’s Mansion Historic Structure Report.

Exhibits
•The AHC held the opening reception for the “Not A Museum ~ 
Your Story, Your Archive” exhibit on September 17. Filmmakers 
Laura Dunn and Mattie Akers were the guest speakers, and 
they regaled the audience with their experiences in producing 
the documentary fi lm, The Unforeseen. 54 people attended the 
reception.

Staffi ng
•Interviews for the vacant African American Neighborhood Liaison 
position have been completed, with 2 viable candidates identifi ed. 
References are being checked and this position should be fi lled in 
the near future.

Upcoming Events
•The AHC will be participating in Mexic-Arte’s “Viva la Vida Fest 
2009” on Saturday, Oct. 24 (2pm – 10pm). The event is part of the 
Museum Dia de los Muertos celebration, and the AHC will have an 
altar at the event encouraging the public to preserve, and where 
possible, donate family photographs.
•On October 25 at 3:00 pm, the AHC will host an event with local 
author Lori Swick. Swick’s new book, Comfort & Mirth (TCU 
Press), is a novel set in Austin in the 1920s. Swick will talk about 
how she researched for the book, using the AHC as a vehicle to 
get in the “historical moment,” and the value of archives for writing 
historical fi ction.
•On Saturday, October 31, 1-3 pm, the AHC, along with the UT 
Student chapter of the Society of American Archivists, will host its 
annual Archives Clinic at the AHC. The public is invited to bring 
in their special materials and get advice on topics ranging from 
organization to preservation of papers, photographs, scrapbooks, 
home video and audio recordings, electronic records, and other 
documents. Students and faculty from the University of Texas 
School of Information, along with staff archivists from the Austin 
History Center and other area archives, will be on hand to assess 
your materials and tell you what it takes to preserve them. Free 
literature will also be available. 
•On November 15 at 3:00 pm, author Mike Cox will be at the AHC 
to talk about two new books he has out, the second volume of his 
history of the Texas Rangers and a coffee table book about the 
Texas Oil Boom. Cox will talk about his research for these books 
and the value of archives in writing history.

Volunteer Services
In September the Austin Public Library had 137 volunteers that 
accounted for 1,488.25 work hours.

Youth Services
Program Services
September and October have brought about various opportunities 
for the promotion of library services at numerous AISD Literacy 
Night activities.  A large event for preschool age children and 
their caregivers was held at the Lucy Read Pre-kindergarten 
Demonstration School.  

The ACYS  Literature LIVE! Theater Troupe geared up for the 
touring production of Dia de los Muertos. Audiences throughout 
Austin have commented on the educational value of this 
presentation for children and adults alike.  The story focuses on 
the meaning of this cultural holiday that is celebrated by many in 
the United States and Mexico.  Featured presenters are Ambray 
Gonzales, Devo Carpenter and Karen Carlson.
The fi rst COA City Works Academy was held at Carver Branch 
where Devo Carpenter and Karen Carlson, Youth Specialists 
performed a puppet show for adults titled “Follow the Emerald 
Glow”. This presentation was a unique way to demonstrate the 
importance of puppetry in a public library setting and it further 
highlighted the excellent expertise available through APL for 
bringing literature to life.
Anita Rizley, Youth Program Coordinator coordinated youth 
programs in conjunction with Austin Community College and the 
BIG READ initiative funded through the National Endowment of 
the Arts.  Children’s author Liz Garton Scanlon was the featured 
reader at several of these programs.  
Ellen Scott and Karen Carlson presented the puppet show Why 
Cowboys Sing in Texas at the Bob Bullock Texas History Museum 
to an audience of over 75.  This was the kick-off event marking 
the second year anniversary of our partnership with the museum. 
The unveiling of the International Year of Astronomy Images, 
featuring the spiral galaxy Messier 101, was held at the Old 
Quarry Branch Library.  Ambray Gonzales, Youth Specialist, 
with the assistance of Facility Services personnel, framed 
the images for display.  In addition to the library portion of the 
program featuring Celestia, a 3D view of the solar system 
and hands on activities, the Robotics and Automation Society 
provided a demonstration. Also a UT Astronomer spoke to the 
group about space and the many mysteries of the universe. 
Teen Services librarians and Children’s Services librarians were 
also instrumental in presenting this informative and educational 
program. Upward of 55 participants were in attendance.  
Anita Rizley and the ASH team piloted two Crisis Prevention 
Institute training sessions on Violence Response Procedures in 
October.  Increasingly violence concerns in public library settings 
are at issue and many of these concerns involve youth.  All CPI 
training sessions promote an atmosphere of Respect, Service and 
Safety in the workplace. 
Karen Carlson and Devo Carpenter will perform the traditional 
puppet show Mr. Tamarin’s Trees at the COA Leaf for a Leaf 
kick-off on October 24, 2:00 p.m. at Terrazas Branch Library.  A 
tree planting will follow the puppet show. The APL Leaf for a Leaf 
program promotes borrowing library books as a way of reducing 
the number of trees that are cut down to make paper.  This event 
is made possible in part by a grant from Austin Energy and in 
cooperation with the Urban Forestry division of the Austin Parks 
and Recreation Department.

Children’s Services
September saw the start of fall programs here at APL, including 
the beginning of a few new offerings as well as many long-time 
favorites.  
Jean Holland, Children’s librarian at the Cepeda Branch, started 
her fall programs with a Hispanich Heritage craft celebration.  She 
writes, “We had a good-sized group for the Hispanic heritage 
Craft day- I premade some pinata forms so we would have them 
dry enough to work on -Yes, I used paper-maiche balloon & 
paste method which was a fi rst for me. I’m glad I had some setup 
because we had a few calls and some family groups came. They 
got really creative and we had some fancy piñatas, paper fl owers, 
papel picado, and diecut stuffed burros!”
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Celia Holm, children’s librarian at the Little Walnut Creek branch, 
and Josefi na Rodriguez-Gibbs, of the Milwood branch, are 
working together to start a new Spanish storytime program at 
ALW.  They hope this collaboration will be a boon for both Spanish 
speakers and parents who want exposure to Spanish for their 
children in that branch’s service area.  
Celia is also excited about workng with Sarah Cronin, Teen 
Services Librarian from the St. John Branch, to present 
Connected Youth Open House programs at ALW.  In September, 
Celia and Sarah showed program participants how to use photo 
editing tools and web applications to alter photos to amusing 
effect.  Celia was able to morph a photograph of her dog, ARLO! 
to disguise the normally mild-mannered pooch as a fi erce 
werewolf.
Stephanie Shipman and Suzanne Sanders continue to team up 
to present the Mother-Daughter Book Club at the Pleasant Hill 
Branch.  In September, the book up for discussion was Jacqueline 
Kelly’s The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate.  The novel’s eponymous 
protagonist wishes to become a naturalist and is taught by her 
grandfather about the scientifi c process.  Ms. Kelly is an Austin 
resident, and was kind enough to attend the book club meeting in 
September.  Stephanie writes, “Sophia, one of the younger girls 
that comes to the book club, was so excited when she got there.  
On her own she decided to become a naturalist.  She collected 
tadpoles and recorded her observations in her scientifi c journal.  
She brought the tadpoles in a jar and the journal!  Ms. Kelly was 
very impressed!”  So are we.  
Talked to a waitress over the weekend(down the street from Oak 
Hill) and when I mentioned that I worked there, she
was very eager to get directions and hours we are open…she 
needed computeraccess and I told her the set-up for that location.  
She said she would look forme on Monday or Tuesday at the 
branch.  Customer service can even happen away from work!
Thank you for encouraging my daughters to join the reading club 
and directing us to some authors they might enjoy.  I had been 
trying (with minimal success) to inspire them to read this summer.  
However, since our visit to the library, they’ve both been working 
diligently (w/o prodding) to fi ll up their lists.”  

Teen Services
In September, Teen Services dove into its Back To School 
activities with enthusiasm, as patterns of usage in the Teen 
Centers shifted and changed with the new school year.  Teen 
Services Librarians spent September helping young people 
with their fi rst homework, providing access to information, 
and empowering young people with the offerings of our fall 
programming season.
Here are some anecdotes from Teen Services staff for September:
Rachel Wilson - I am really seeing an upswing in attendance for 
gaming tournaments. ARZ hosted the fi rst one of the fall season 
and we had about 25 people; the majority of people were not 
branch regulars.  Plus, it was a very rainy afternoon, so I was 
happy to see people make the effort to come out!
Sarah Cronin - I had two very successful CY laptop programs. 
I took the CY laptops to AMI for an activity after the mother/
daughter book club. We took pictures of the participants and in 
Photoshop Elements showed the youth how to put a picture of 
herself onto a background of the London Eye. The group was very 
enthusiastic about the project, and very interested in learning how 
to use PSE.  At ASJ, I put the drawing tablet out. The youth really 
enjoyed experimenting with the tablet and drawing with it.
Joanna Nigrelli - A teen girl was asking for a book at the circ desk 
that the clerk couldn’t fi nd at APL. I offered to show her how to 
use ILL. We went to the reference computer and she entered her 
information to set up an ILL account. I showed her WorldCat and 

we found what she was looking for. It was a great library moment. 
ILL to the rescue! (& I sent the title to Patti for Y Fic ordering)
Brazos Price - This month I had an excellent new program with 
good participation.  It was the launch event for the Windsor Park 
Racing League. I view at as an incredible success because it is a 
time asynchronous program that creates a sense of camaraderie 
with those that participate.  It will also dovetail nicely with the 
Connected Youth Blog Function that we have for each location.  I 
look forward to seeing how the program grows and how the youth 
react once the leader boards start to be posted in the library and 
on the web.
Alison O’Reilly - I think my singular success this month was 
retaining Erissa as a volunteer throughout the school year. Erissa 
is a good student and also a cross country runner, leaving her 
very little free time. For her to decide to volunteer at Faulk during 
the school year is a testimony to the positive work experience she 
has had here. While the library in itself is a wonderful place to 
work, I like to think Erissa decided to stay partly because I have 
developed projects for her that are along her interest lines, such 
as fi lm-making, designing bulletin board displays, and creating 
book displays. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
oOctober 28:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch. The Oak Springs 
Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced level players, 
adult and youth ages 8 and up.
oOctober 29:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with learners under the guidance of a 
Spanish speaking facilitator.
oOctober 31:  11:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with learners under the guidance of a 
Spanish speaking facilitator.
oOctober 31:  2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oOctober 31:  3:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oNovember 2:  7:00 p.m., North Village Branch.  FACT Science 
Fiction/Fantasy Reading Group
oNovember 3:  7:00 p.m., Windsor Park Branch, lights. camera. 
Austin - los trabajadores/the workers fi lm screening. Join 
us for a screening of local fi lm maker, Heather Courtney’s 
“Los Trabajadores/The Workers” with discussion to follow. 
This documentary is an excellent teaching tool on the issues 
surrounding immigrant workers.  
oNovember 4:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  The Oak Springs 
Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced level players, 
adult and youth ages 8 and up
oNovember 5:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with learners under the guidance of a 
Spanish speaking facilitator.
oNovember 7:  11:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with learners under the guidance of a 
Spanish speaking facilitator.
oNovember 7:  2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oNovember 7:  3:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oNovember 9:  6:30 p.m., Spicewood Springs Branch, Crumb. 
Join us as we watch Crumb, a portrait of the iconic cartoonist 
- and learn about Austin Public Library’s Graphic Novel Book 
Club. The screening and discussion precedes an appearance by 
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Robert Crumb and Art Spiegelman at the Bass Concert Hall on 
November 13. Made possible in part by the University of Texas 
Performing Arts Center.  
oNovember 10:  5:30 p.m., Austin History Center.  “Behind These 
Walls Tour”, Behind the scenes tours of the Austin History Center 
are held on the second Tuesday of every month from 6:30pm 
to 8pm. Tours are free and open to the public but advance 
reservations are required. Contact Jeff Cohen at 512.974.7499 to 
reserve a spot.
oNovember 10:  7:00 p.m., Old Quarry.  Book Club
oNovember 11:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  The Oak 
Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced level 
players, adult and youth ages 8 and up.
oNovember 12:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with learners under the guidance of a 
Spanish speaking facilitator.
oNovember 12:  7:30 p.m., University Hills Branch.  Book Club
oNovember 14:  11:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with learners under the guidance of a 
Spanish speaking facilitator.
oNovember 14:  2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oNovember 14:  3:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oNovember 15:  3:00 p.m., Austin History Center, The Austin 
History Center presents “Meet the Author with Mike Cox”, author 
of Time of the Rangers: Texas Rangers from 1900 to the Present 
published by Forge Books, will discuss the history of the Texas 
Rangers. A book signing will follow the presentation. 
oNovember 16:  7:00 p.m., Hampton Branch.  A World Lit: The 
Flame of Literature Book Club
oNovember 17:  7:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Mystery Book 
Club
oNovember 18:  5:00 p.m., Oaks Springs Branch.  The Oak 
Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced level 
players, adult and youth ages 8 and up.
oNovember 18:  6:30 p.m., North Village Branch, A Conversation 
on Antarctica with DJ Spooky and Assistant Professor Ginny 
Catania.  Join us for a discussion and visual presentation about 
climate change in Antarctica. Our guests will be DJ Spooky, 
composer of “Terra Nova: Sinfonia Antarctica,” and Ginny 
Catania, a UT faculty member who is currently researching 
the thinning of Greenland’s ice sheet for NASA. This program 
precedes a performance by DJ Spooky at the Hogg Memorial 
Auditorium on November 20. Made possible in part by the 
University of Texas Performing Arts Center. 
oNovember 18:  6:30 p.m., Manchaca Road Branch.  Book Club
oNovember 18:  7:30 p.m., University Hills Branch.  Club de 
Lectura (Spanish Language Book Club)
oNovember 21:  11:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with learners under the guidance of a 
Spanish speaking facilitator.
oNovember 21: 2:30 p.m.,  Cepeda Branch.  Cepeda Branch.  
Free Salsa dance lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oNovember 21:  3:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oNovember 23:  7:00 p.m., Windsor Park Branch, Library 
Commission Meeting
oNovember 25:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  The Oak 
Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced level 
players, adult and youth ages 8 and up.
oNovember 26:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 

practice speaking Spanish with learners under the guidance of a 
Spanish speaking facilitator.
oNovember 28:  11:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Espanol offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with learners under the guidance of a 
Spanish speaking facilitator.
oNovember 28: 2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Cepeda Branch.  
Free Salsa dance lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oNovember 28:  3:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Cepeda Branch.  
Free Salsa dance lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.

Brenda Branch, Director of Libraries 
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