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Highlights

Council will be asked on Thursday, February 25, 2010 to authorize 
funding for the design and construction of the Austin Energy 
Seaholm Substation perimeter wall.

Bring the whole family on Saturday, February 27 from noon - 
6:00 p.m. for Recycled Reads Rewind: One Year Anniversary 
Celebration at Recycled Reads, 5335 Burnet Rd. Singer, 
songwriter and guitarist Joe Blanda will provide entertainment. 
Vinyl, comic books and VHS items will be on sale. Additionally, 
browse thousands of books, and assorted media priced to sell at 
$1 and $2. All proceeds directly benefi t the Austin Public Library 
and will be used to supplement the Library’s operating budget. 

Join us for a fi lm series inspired by themes in the 2010 
Mayor’s Book Club selection.:
• Buena Vista Social Club (1999) unrated 105 minutes
Ageing Cuban musicians whose talents had been virtually 
forgotten following Castro’s takeover of Cuba, are brought out of 
retirement by Ry Cooder, who traveled to Havana in order to bring 
the musicians together, resulting in triumphant performances of 
extraordinary music, and resurrecting the musicians’ careers.
Saturday, March 6 at 1:30 p.m. 
Little Walnut Creek Branch, 835 W. Rundberg Ln. 
• The Bucket List (2008) PG-13 97 minutes
Two terminally ill men escape from a cancer ward and head off on 
a road trip with a wish list of to-dos before they die.
Monday, March 15 at 6:00 p.m. 
Cepeda Branch, 651 N. Pleasant Valley Rd. 
• Secondhand Lions (2003) PG 111 minutes
A coming-of-age story about a shy, young boy sent by his 
irresponsible mother to spend the summer with his wealthy, 
eccentric uncles in Texas.
Thursday, March 18 at 6:00 p.m. 
Pleasant Hill Branch, 211 E. William Cannon Dr. 
The Mayor’s Book Club Film Series is free and open to the public.

On March 11, 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm, the Austin History Center 
will host the offi cial opening reception for the Great Depression 
exhibit. University of Texas professor H. W. Brands, author of the 
2009 Pulitzer Prize fi nalist Traitor to His Class: The Privileged Life 
and Radical Presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, will be the 
featured speaker and place the exhibit in a national context.

Facilities Services
New Central Library Project:  During February, the joint venture 
design team of Lake/Flato Architects with Shepley Bulfi nch 
Richardson and Abott worked in liaison with City of Austin 
personnel staff to balance the New Central Library Building 
Program against the project’s available budget.  It is currently 
hoped by both consultants and staff that the New Central Library 
Building Program can be made ready for presentation to the City 
Council and the Library Commission during March.  On Thursday, 
January 28, 2010, staff briefed Council on ongoing and anticipated 
redevelopment of the lower section of Shoal Creek, from its 
outfall in Lady Bird Lake to West Fifth Street, in the Seaholm 
District.  The Seaholm District is undergoing rapid redevelopment 

as the City of Austin moves to convert underutilized property 
into a vibrant, mixed-use extension of the City’s central business 
district.  The Seaholm District’s planned projects include the New 
Central Library, which will create a prominent civic landmark 
and popular destination point along Shoal Creek.  The district’s 
redevelopment also provides an opportunity to transform 
Shoal Creek into a signature urban green space.  In a related 
development, Council will be asked on Thursday, February 25, 
2010 to authorize funding for the design and construction of the 
Austin Energy Seaholm Substation perimeter wall, not to exceed 
$750,000, in the Seaholm East Redevelopment District as a 
public art project as outlined in Chapter 7-2 of the City Code (Art 
in Public Places).  The Austin Energy electric substation wall 
project provides an opportunity to revitalize a portion of the central 
downtown area and respond to the larger context of enhancing 
open spaces, pedestrian activities, retail districts, residential, 
hotels and civic centers such as the New Central Library.  To this 
end, Austin Energy has worked with the Economic Growth and 
Redevelopment Services Department to allow Art in Public Places 
(AIPP) to commission the design, engineering and construction 
of the wall that will enclose the reduced footprint of the Seaholm 
Substation as a work of art.  This action is in keeping with the 
goal of the AIPP program, which is to commission works of art 
and public art projects of redeeming quality that advance public 
understanding of visual art and enhance the aesthetic quality of 
public places.  The project schedule for the New Central Library 
presently stands as follows:
March 2010 ~ Council Award of Construction Manager at Risk 
Contract
March 2010 ~ Building Program presented to Council 
March 2010 ~  Building Program presented to Library Commission
April 2010 ~ Commissioning Agent Contract Executed
June 2010 ~ Construction Manager at Risk Contract Executed
Late Spring 2010 ~ Schematic Design Completed (30% Complete 
Design Package Delivered)
•Library Commission Briefed
•Council Approval Sought
Fall 2010 ~ Design Development Completed (60% Complete 
Design Package Delivered)
•Library Commission Briefed
•Council Approval Sought
Late Spring/Early Summer 2011 ~ Guaranteed Maximum Price 
Determined and Approved by Council
Summer 2011 ~ Design Phase Completed
Fall 2011 ~ Guaranteed Maximum Price Finalized and Approved 
by Council
Fall 2011 ~ Building Permits Received
Fall  2011 ~ Ground Breaking Ceremony Conducted 
Winter 2011 ~ Construction Begins
Fall 2013 ~ Construction Completed
Spring 2014 ~ Grand Opening Celebrated

Twin Oaks Branch Library Replacement Project:  Slowed by 
the recent rains, site work remains in progress at the new Twin 
Oaks Branch Library location, including construction of the dry 
creek bed, amphitheater, reading terrace, and grading at the 
Southeast corner of the property. Other construction activities 
now underway include installation of the operable window cranks, 
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completion of the commissioning and exterior building punch lists, 
testing and balancing of the mechanical (HVAC) system, and 
preparing the daylight controls system to be activated.  Recent 
accomplishments include the successful paving of the parking lot 
and the installing of the project’s Art In Public Places component.   
Issuance of the Certifi cate of Occupancy required for the Twin 
Oaks Branch Library to be staffed and made ready to open to the 
public is anticipated as soon as the site work has been completed 
to the satisfaction of the City inspectors.  In order to provide 
South-Central Austin with uninterrupted library services for as 
long as possible, the Library Department will closely monitor the 
general contractor’s completion of the project prior to closing and 
relocating the Twin Oaks lease space library to the new facility, 
a process which hopefully can be carried out within a two month 
turnaround.  According to the latest contractor schedule provided 
to the City of Austin, it now appears likely that the Grand Opening 
of the new Twin Oaks Branch Library will be celebrated during the 
month of June, 2010.
 
Howson Branch Library Reroof Project:  The Library Facilities 
Services Division is happy to report that all construction activities 
at the Howson Branch Library have been completed and that the 
project has successfully passed all required building inspections.  
Renovation of the interior spaces has transformed this once 
dated neighborhood branch into a much more sophisticated and 
technologically advanced library.  Staff are fully engaged at the 
moment in completing the installation of all fi xtures, furniture 
and equipment in the revamped building, along with a greatly 
enhanced collection of books and other library materials in 
preparation for reopening the facility to the public.  The Howson 
Branch Library staff, in particular, are excited at the prospect of 
soon sharing their modernized branch with their many, eagerly 
awaiting customers.  To accomplish that goal with all appropriate 
fanfare,, the Library Department is planning an Open House 
celebration on Saturday, April 10, 2010, from 10:00 a.m. through 
12:00 Noon, in order to “spring” into the season with the rebirth of 
this perennially charming branch library.  There will be a host of 
activities provided for our youngest customers, including balloon 
sculpting, face painting, vegetable planting in miniature pots and 
decorating bug collection jars.  It is our fondest wish that the 
community will show up in force to enjoy refreshments, admire 
their like-new community library, and be entertained by the music 
of the Austin Jazz Workshop

Cepeda Music Garden Project:  Private fund-raising efforts 
are continuing in order to help implement this important cultural 
improvement project for Austin Eastside community.  Intended 
to commemorate East Austin’s rich musical heritage, this art 
project will be sited at a prominent intersection along the Seventh 
Street Corridor, a major gateway to the City of Austin.  In order 
to help make this wonderful amenity at long last a reality for the 
community it serves, the Library Department will seek additional 
public funding for the project through the Capital Improvement 
Program/Capital Budget process for Financial Year 2010-2011.
 
Security Camera Installation Project:  In order to allow 
this long delayed project to move forward to completion, the 
Library Department is presently seeking permission from the 
Communication and Technology Department to self-manage the 
work of installing security cameras and cabling throughout our 
departmental inventory of properties.

Zaragoza Warehouse Fire Suppression Sprinkler System 
Upgrade Project: Due to the discrepancy between the present 
estimated cost of this retrofi t and the amount of funding 

appropriated for the work, the Library Department will need to 
seek additional funding in the upcoming FY 2010-2011 Capital 
Budget process in order to allow continuation of the project.  Once 
additional funding is approved and appropriated, the Library 
Department will proceed into the Design and Construction phases 
of the project.  The planned retrofi t will bring the existing fi re 
suppression sprinkler system at the Zaragoza Warehouse into 
compliance with the current building code by converting it from a 
dry-pipe to a wet-pipe system.  This conversion will also allow the 
present pallet rack confi guration to be retained, as it is needed to 
provide warehousing services for the entire Library Department.  
Furthermore, the wet-pipe system will better protect the wood-built 
warehouse from possible fi re damage, due to the elimination of 
the delayed response time inherent with dry-pipe systems.

Austin History Center Wheelchair Lift Retrofi t Project:  On 
February 2, 2010, a professional services agreement with this 
project’s original design architect was approved and executed by 
the Contract and Land Management Department (CLMD).  Now 
that offi cial Notice to Proceed has been issued to the consultant 
architect, the project is expected to move quickly into the 
Construction Phase, with the actual construction work anticipated 
to take at least four (4) weeks to complete, barring any inclement 
weather events.

Austin History Center
Programming & Outreach
•Asian American Neighborhood Liaison Esther Chung gave a 
presentation to the Korean Senior Citizens Association on January 
23. Over 60 people attended her presentation.
•Newly hired African American Neighborhood Liaison Christie 
Campbell represented the AHC at numerous events, including 
the Carver Museum’s MLK Oratorical Contest and the African-
American Men and Boys Conference at Reagan High School, 
mostly to introduce herself to the community and let everyone 
know that the long vacant liaison position was fi lled and that 
the AHC was once again actively documenting, preserving and 
promoting the history of African Americans in Austin.
•Mexican American Neighborhood Liaison Gloria Espitia 
participated in the Quinceanera Expo that was held at the Travis 
County Exposition on 1/31/10.  She had a table that publicized the 
Trailblazers Project and the Quinceanera Project and was able 
to sign up two multigenerational families who are very interested 
in having oral histories done on their family quinceaneras.  
Multigenerational refers to the grandmother, mother and 
granddaughter. 
•Manager Mike Miller published a short article about the current 
exhibit and related spring programs in the February 2010 issue of 
Southwestern Archivist.

Reference
•During January staff responded to 919 reference inquiries. In 
addition to our normal reference questions, the AHC staff has 
worked with two different fi lmmakers working on documentary 
fi lms about Austin music. We also had a customer who 
commented that the Charles Whitman material in the exhibit was 
chilling, but interesting, and that he appreciated that we had those 
items out on display.  He also commented that he hadn’t realized 
we had Whitman’s archive here.  He inquired about Whitman 
resources available at the AHC and whether or not the archives 
collection contained an actual autopsy report also whether anyone 
was free to look at the archived material. He was pleasantly 
surprised that we had such an open access policy. 

Collections
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•Archives staff fi nished processing, encoded archival fi nding aids 
into Encoded Archival Description (EAD), and placed them on the 
Internet at the TARO website. Collections placed online include: 
AR.2009.055 Retired Offi cer’s Wives Club of Austin Scrapbooks, 
AR.2007.023 Save the Children Austin Chapter Records, 
AR.W.009 Westwood Country Club Records, AR.1991.007 Diana 
Claitor Papers, and AR.2007.003 Old West Austin Historic District 
Records. The fi nding aids are available online at: http://www.lib.
utexas.edu/taro/browse/browse_ahc1.html
•African American Neighborhood Liaison Christie Campbell met 
with Joycelyn Lott Toliver, whose father was the fi rst African 
American to graduate from UT Law School and owned Lott’s 
Lumberyard in East Austin. From this meeting, Christie secured a 
commitment from Ms. Tolliver to donate her father’s papers to the 
AHC.
•Mexican American Neighborhood Liaison Gloria Espitia began 
working on a project to document the early development of the 
MACC (which began as an idea 20 years before the center was 
built). She met with the acting MACC director Herlinda Zamora 
and Gloria Pennington from PARD to begin collecting records and 
names of potential interviewees for oral histories.

Exhibits
•The AHC opens a new exhibit on February 16: “Relief, Recovery 
& Progress: The Great Depression and New Deal in Austin.” This 
exhibit explores 1930s Austin, how the Depression had a lasting 
impact on our community, and what lessons can be learned as the 
country grapples with the current economic woes. It is on display 
in the lobby and Grand Hallway at the AHC, 810 Guadalupe St. 
The exhibit runs through July 11.

Publications
•Photos from the AHC were purchased for use in an exhibit at 
the Texas Sports Hall of Fame in Waco and for publication in 
the Heritage Society of Austin newsletter, the Travis County 
Downtown Master Plan, and in an upcoming children’s book from 
Texas Tech University Press. 

Staff News
•Asian American Neighborhood Liaison Esther Chung was 
selected to serve on a panel, “New Efforts to Document Heritage,” 
at the Asian Pacifi c Islanders National Historic Preservation 
Forum in San Francisco in June.

Upcoming Events
•On April 10, 10:00am – 12:00 pm, we will present a walking tour 
of Depression era architecture near the AHC, including our own 
1933 Italian Renaissance building (which has some Art Deco 
stylings) where the tour will start. The tour will cover 6 buildings 
built in the 1930s, some with New Deal money, and architectural 
historians will regale the tour with stories of each.
•On May 8, 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm, the AHCA will present a program, 
“Music of the Great Depression,” at the Sweet Home Baptist 
Church (1725 W. 11th St, Austin). John Wheat, audio archivist at 
the Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, will speak about 
the Lomax project, funded in part by the WPA, to document 
American folk and roots music. Following his speech, the Church 
choir and singer/songwriter Guy Forsyth will entertain the crowd 
with songs from the 1930s

Central Library Services
The C-Span Civics bus was parked at Faulk Central January 23. 
The C-SPAN’s Civics Bus is a 45-foot, state-of-the-art mobile 
production studio traveling the nation to bring the world of public 
affairs to life for students.

ACLS Reference received permission to use the larger training 
room on the 2nd  fl oor for public computer classes. With 16 
computer stations instead of 8, we no longer have to require 
reservations.  

Volunteer Services
# of Volunteers - 165
December Volunteer Hours - 1,716.75

Youth Services
Program Services 
In January, Program Services began rehearsals for The King’s 
Daughter Who Lost Her Hair, a traditional African folktale to be 
presented in puppet show format at all APL locations in honor 
of Black History Month. Ellen Scott and Devo Carpenter, Youth 
Program Specialists are performing these shows. 

Mr. Tamarin’s Trees puppet show was performed at Yarborough 
Branch as part of A Leaf for a Leaf initiative.  Another Leaf for a 
Leaf program was presented by the Austin Nature and Science 
Center and hosted by Karen Carlson, Youth Program Specialist.

Ellen Scott, Youth Program Specialist created a Bibliiofi le Book 
Cart Drill Team  display for APL staff on the 4th fl oor of Faulk 
Central Library. This follows a successful First Night Austin 
appearance in December and moves us forward for the Texas 
Library Association (TLA) Book Cart Drill Team Competition in 
April.  Bibliofi le planning sessions for TLA began in January. 

Teen Librarians are now presenting programs at Dell Children’s 
Hospital in concert with the Program Services staff.  These 
events are schedule every third Wednesday of the month from 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  January’s program was Altered Books. Dell’s 
representative Ashley Davis says, “Thank you so much. We are 
so fortunate to have you all visit!” 

The Storytime Connection Project continues to grow.  In January, 
Kathleen Houlihan, Youth Program Librarian trained 4 new 
volunteers and matched 7 new volunteers with Child Care Centers 
in Austin.  Nathan, Storytime Volunteer (and former teacher) said, 
“I have been to dozens of volunteer trainings, and this has been 
the most fun by far!” In January, 46 programs were delivered with 
600+ children in attendance.

The Second Chance Books Committee made book purchase 
recommendations for both satellite libraries at the Gardner Betts 
Juvenile Justice Detention Center.  Two Capstone students 
are assisting with the project under the supervision of Kathleen 
Houlihan.  Devo Carpenter, Youth Program Specialist says, “My 
unit of teens at Gardner Betts has not only become a room full 
of readers…they are discerning readers… now inquiring about 
specifi c author selections!”

Ambray Gonzales, Youth Program Specialist continues her 
work with Eastside Memorial High School teen parents and their 
children. In a survey generated by the school, the Storytime 
presentation from APL was the favored program presentation by 
students. 

Children’s Services
In January, Children’s Services began the Spring programming 
season with a fl urry of small changes.  Heather Valdez has 
been the Children’s Services librarian at the Hampton Branch 
at Oak Hill, but will soon be moving back to the Howson Branch 
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in apprehension of its reopening.  A new team, consisting of 
Heather, Stephanie Shipman, and Suzanne Sanders has formed 
to cover youth services needs at the Oak Hill branch.  Because 
Stephanie has joined the Oak Hill team, the Spicewood Springs 
Youth Services team has contracted to three members, Debbie 
Keith, Celia Holm, and Aubrey Sanders.  Both teams are working 
well together to provide services to their respective communities.  
At the Little Walnut Creek location, Spanish Storytime has 
moved to a new time and is thriving.  Also, the Comics Book Club 
and NBTween Book Club at the North Village and Yarborough 
branches have held intimate and lively inaugural meetings.  
Children’s Services Coordinator Sally Miculek attended the 
American Library Association Midwinter Meeting in January to 
participate in the Bill Morris Book Discussion Seminar, and to 
begin her tenure on the Pura Belpré Award selection committee.  

Debbie Keith, a member of the Spicewood Springs Youth Services 
Team, has recently taken over the Book Circle program there 
on Monday afternoons.  She writes: “Assuming responsibility for 
ASR’s after-school Book Circle has proven to be a delightful and 
professionally enhancing opportunity.  Book Circle attendees have 
been focused on the titles I have chosen and we have had great 
participation in our discussions.  It is rewarding to be able to select 
titles that are more advanced than those with which I work for 
Toddler and Preschool Storytimes.  My repertoire is expanding!”  

Celia Holm has been working with Josefi na Rodriguez-Gibbs to 
build a Spanish-language storytime at the Little Walnut Creek 
Branch.  The program is becoming quite the success, with 26 
parents and children in attendance for the last week in January!

Stephanie Shipman is on the Youth Services Team for the 
Hampton Branch at Oak Hill.  In January she hosted a 
presentation of the puppet show, “How the King’s Daughter 
Lost her Hair” at that location, and noticed some familiar faces 
in the audience:  “A family that had come to AOK storytime in 
the morning came back in the afternoon for the puppet show.  I 
asked them how they liked it.  The grandmother said, ‘It was worth 
getting up early from naptime for!’”

Jean Holland, Children’s librarian at the Cepeda Branch, received 
a grant last year from Dollar General to purchase materials to 
complement curriculum in special needs classrooms in Cepeda-
area schools.  She reports that materials are starting to arrive at 
the branch, and she continues searching for more purchases that 
will fulfi ll the requirements of the grant.  

Elizabeth Murphy kicked off the NBTween Book Club at the 
Yarborough Branch with a discussion of The Wednesday Wars 
in January.  As a conversation-starter, she brought along some 
Twinkies for the tweens and their adults to munch on, as the 
book’s protagonist enjoys a snack of Twinkies and chocolate milk 
after school.  Elizabeth writes that “None of the 4 children had 
ever eaten a Twinkie before! Lillian ‘sort of liked it,’ but let her 
mother fi nish it.  I don’t think the other kids even tried one.”  

Teen Services
In January, Teen Services began its work for the year ahead.  We 
interviewed two new Intern types -- Mobile Media Interns, who 
will offer travelling programs on digital literacy and creative use of 
computer media -- and Teen Interns, our fi rst ever paid teenaged 
Interns, who will assist them and offer insights that only a teen 
could.  It is an exciting time, as we prepare our fi rst report for 
the Connected Youth Grant for Year 2.  We also worked out a 
coverage rotation that will allow Teen Services to continue helping 

our young customers across the new Region 2 (North-east) while 
we bid one of our former Teen Services Librarians happy trails:  
Brazos Price is taking a position in APL’s Information Technology 
workgroup.  Below are some of our Teen Services Librarians’ 
highlights for January 2010:

Brazos Price - At my Jan 19th Storytime I had 15 books on display 
that patrons could check out after storytime. I presented my 
stoytime to 30 participants and later, when I went back to clean 
the room, 13 of the 15 books had been checked out.

Sarah Cronin - It was very rewarding to make fi nger puppets as 
part of the Caravan activity at ASJ this month. The kids really 
enjoy making puppets, and the next day we used the fl ip cameras 
to record their puppet shows. I really love seeing how they 
combine stories we’ve been reading with their shows.

Joanna Nigrelli - Ms. Laroche’s 2nd grade class brining in their 
reading log (on giant chart paper, color-coded!) of the books and 
pages read for Leaf for a Leaf.  Almost 3000 pages for the month 
of January. Also, I started reading aloud picture books before they 
go look for books and it has enhanced the whole visit. Everyone 
loves to be read to!  It also got them to check out more picture 
books.

Alison O’Reilly - Cats vs. Dogs! We had about 90 people attend 
and they all had a great time making cat or dog ears, talking to 
staff from the Town Lake Animal Center, making an ID card using 
the Connected Youth laptops, putting on puppet shows, playing 
Family Feud, listening to a selection from Binky the Spacecat, and 
reading to live animals! Even a cat!

Jenn Hartley - This month was the fi rst meeting of the Manga 
Book Club at ACE. In prep, I reread and continued the selected 
series, Bleach, and brainstormed ideas for activities. Alison and 
I were a little worried when no one was there right at the start of 
the book club. Several people had asked about it and one patron 
showed up the day before, having mixed up the dates. Luckily, 
about 10 minutes late, a brother and sister showed up who were 
very interested in manga. We talked about the series and others, 
learned our Japanese numbers (speaking and writing), and 
learned how to write our own names as well.  Both kids were very 
excited about the club and look forward to the next meeting. Their 
mother was also very interested and discussed watching and 
reading Naruto with them. She repeatedly thanked us for having a 
book club like this one. I look forward to next month, when we will 
be discussing Fruits Basket.

Jenn Freeman - Bill will only be able to join me for storytime the 
1st Tuesday of the month so for January I was on my own 2 of 3 
storytimes.  I was nervous that I might lose several families since 
it wouldn’t be quite so unique w/o Bill but no!  I have a wonderful 
core group of families that come week after week!

Patti Cook - I received a very nice email from the Partners in 
Reading Organizer:  “Hello Patti!  Tonight I stumbled upon the 
Connected Youth web-page and found wonderful information 
about book recommendations for teens.   And it appears as if you 
have made many contributions to the content!  The site is a great 
fi nd as I am transitioning to our Partners in Literature program, 
a volunteer reading program for 6th graders at Webb Middle 
School.”

Rachel Wilson - I have started a monthly program called Book 
Corner which is a quick 30-minute discussion for ages 8-12. I 
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have had trouble getting participation for book clubs in the past, 
so I wanted to make this a very informal discussion group; I plan 
on showcasing new books, let the kids talk about what they are 
reading, etc. I had the fi rst program in January. I decided to start 
off with a very simple questionnaire to get a feel for what the kids 
are interested in reading. I had 4 boys complete the survey and 
all 4 seemed genuinely excited about the program! They are all 
avid readers, so I am hoping they will be back next month. One 
boy even checked out a non-fi ction book I had out. I also thought 
it was neat – I had asked the question on the survey, “I really like 
_____ books.” One kid wrote chapter books and another wrote 
that he liked fi ction books!

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
oFebruary 22:  7:30 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  .  Free Salsa 
dance lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oFebruary 23:  2:00 p.m., Hampton Branch.  Steeped in Books.  
Have a book brewing in your head? Straining to let others know 
what you thought about it? Drop in for informal talk and tea to 
share your thoughts about what you’re reading. Don’t know 
what to read? Here’s a perfect opportunity to pick up a few 
recommendations!
oFebruary 24:  10:00 a.m.,  Terrazas Branch.  Beginners 
Computer Lab/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  
Bring your questions about basic computer skills, how to use 
the Internet, and e-mail. Come with general questions about 
computers, programs such as Microsoft Word, or resume writing. 
You can also learn how to use computers to fi nd a job. The class 
is free and open to the public. No sign up is required. THIS IS A 
BILINGUAL CLASS.
oFebruary 24:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  Chess Club.  
The Oak Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through 
advanced level players, adult and youth ages 8 and up. 
Historically women have been underrepresented in the chess 
world, so we especially encourage women and girls to join in the 
game. 
oFebruary 24:  6:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  !Qué me 
cuentas!  Practice and learn Spanish as a foreign or second 
language with ¡Qué me cuentas!  Through reading and 
discussion of Latin-American cuentos, or short stories, the 
class offers a unique way to learn and practice Spanish. 40% 
profi ciency in Spanish is preferred, but if you feel you are not yet 
at this level, join us and we will help you.
oFebruary 25:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity 
to practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos 
Español is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune 
your Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In 
order to participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oFebruary 25:  7:00 p.m. Milwood Branch.  Resolve to be 
Healthy.  Save your Family’s Life! Raise a healthy family in 
today’s environment: nutrition, environmental toxicity, exercise 
and proper function.
oFebruary 27:  11:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity 
to practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos 
Español is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune 
your Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. 
In order to participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oFebruary 27, 2:00pm – 4:30pm, Pleasant Hill Branch. Imagine 
being native American travelers over a thousand years ago and 
commemorating events along the way through creative art.
oFebruary 27:  2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.

oFebruary 28:  2:30 p.m., Carver Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oMarch 1: 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  .  Free Salsa 
dance lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oMarch 1: 7:00pm – 8:30pm, Hampton Branch at Oak Hill. Join 
us for a Breathing Life Into Words Writing Workshop with Jo Virgil 
that focuses on how choosing a voice or point of view changes 
things.
oMarch 2: 2:00pm – 3:30pm, Hampton Branch at Oak Hill. 
Steeped in Books. Have a book brewing in your head? Straining 
to let others know what you thought about it? Drop in for informal 
talk and tea to share your thoughts about what you’re reading. 
Don’t know what to read? Here’s a perfect opportunity to pick up 
a few recommendations!
oMarch 3: 10am – 12pm, Terrazas Branch. Beginners Computer 
Lab/Taller de Computación para Principantes.
oMarch 3:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  Chess Club.  The 
Oak Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced 
level players, adult and youth ages 8 and up. Historically 
women have been underrepresented in the chess world, so we 
especially encourage women and girls to join in the game. 
oMarch 3: 6:00pm, Faulk Central Library.  !Qué me cuentas!  
Practice and learn Spanish as a foreign or second language with 
¡Qué me cuentas!  Through reading and discussion of Latin-
American cuentos, or short stories, the class offers a unique 
way to learn and practice Spanish. 40% profi ciency in Spanish is 
preferred, but if you feel you are not yet at this level, join us and 
we will help you.
oMarch 3: 7:00pm – 8:30pm, Spicewood Springs Branch. 
Spicewood Springs Branch Mystery Book Club: CASE OF THE 
MISSING SERVANT by Tarquin Hall
oMarch 4: 4:00pm – 5:30pm, Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity 
to practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos 
Español is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune 
your Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In 
order to participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oMarch 6: 11 - 12:30 p.m., Faulk Central Library. Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity 
to practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos 
Español is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune 
your Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In 
order to participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oMarch 6: 1:30pm – 3:30pm, Little Walnut Creek Branch.  Join 
us for a fi lm series inspired by themes in the 2010  Mayor’s 
Book Club selection. Buena Vista Social Club: Ageing Cuban 
musicians whose talents had been virtually forgotten following 
Castro’s takeover of Cuba, are brought out of retirement by Ry 
Cooder, who traveled to Havana in order to bring the musicians 
together, resulting in triumphant performances of extraordinary 
music, and resurrecting the musicians’ careers.
oMarch 6: 2 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch. Join local Artist Richard 
Cutler for See & Share: Conversations in Art and Creativity.
Two diminsional drawings in lead pencil, gouache, charcoal, 
pastel, and ink; water, oil & acrylic paintings; black & white and 
color photography; etchings, aquatints, monoprints, seragraphs, 
(silkscreen), and lithograph prints.
oMarch 9: 2 p.m., Hampton Branch at Oak Hill. Steeped in 
Books. Have a book brewing in your head? Straining to let others 
know what you thought about it? Drop in for informal talk and 
tea to share your thoughts about what you’re reading. Don’t 
know what to read? Here’s a perfect opportunity to pick up a few 
recommendations!
oMarch 9, 5:30pm, Austin History Center. Behind these Walls 
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Tour. Tours are held on the second Tuesday of every month, 
starting in the O.Henry Room at 5:30pm.
o March 9, 7:00pm, Old Quarry Branch. Old Quarry Branch Book 
Club: Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain.
o March 9, 7:00pm, Windsor Park Branch. Windsor Park Branch 
Book Club: The Wordy Shipmates by Sarah Vowell.
o March 10, 10am, Terrazas Branch. Beginners Computer Lab/
Taller de Computación para Principantes.  Bring your questions 
about basic computer skills, how to use the Internet, and e-mail. 
Come with general questions about computers, programs such as 
Microsoft Word, or resume writing. You can also learn how to use 
computers to fi nd a job. The class is free and open to the public. 
No sign up is required. THIS IS A BILINGUAL CLASS.
o March 10, 5pm, Oak Springs Branch.  Chess Club.  The Oak 
Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced level 
players, adult and youth ages 8 and up. Historically women have 
been underrepresented in the chess world, so we especially 
encourage women and girls to join in the game. 
o March 10, 6:00pm, Faulk Central Library.  !Qué me cuentas!  
Practice and learn Spanish as a foreign or second language with 
¡Qué me cuentas!  Through reading and discussion of Latin-
American cuentos, or short stories, the class offers a unique 
way to learn and practice Spanish. 40% profi ciency in Spanish is 
preferred, but if you feel you are not yet at this level, join us and 
we will help you.
o March 11, 4:00pmFaulk Central Library. Practiquemos Español 
offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to practice 
speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under the guidance 
of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos Español is not a 
Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune your Spanish in a 
non-threatening and relaxed environment. In order to participate 
you will need to know a little Spanish.
o March 11, 7pm, Austin History Center. Relief, Recovery & 
Progress Opening Reception: the Austin History Center will host 
the offi cial opening reception for the exhibit, Relief, Recovery & 
Progress: The Great Depression and New Deal in Austin at the 
Center. University of Texas professor H. W. Brands, author of the 
2009 Pulitzer Prize fi nalist Traitor to His Class: The Privileged Life 
and Radical Presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, will be the 
featured speaker and place the exhibit in a national context.
o March 11, 7:00pm, University Hills Branch. University Hills 
Branch Book Club: Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson.
o March 15, 6pm, Cepeda Branch. Join us for a fi lm series 
inspired by themes in the 2010 Mayor’s Book Club selection. The 
Bucket List. Two terminally ill men escape from a cancer ward and 
head off on a road trip with a wish list of to-dos before they die.
oMarch 16, 6:30 pm, University Hills Branch.  Polish Films: Lucky 
Shot. The Austin Public Library and the Austin Polish Society 
present the Polish Cinema Series featuring 16 award winning 
fi lms from outside the Hollywood paradigm.
o March 17, 10am, Terrazas Branch. Kids Film Festival: bring the 
whole family for a 16 mm fi lm festival of classic fi lms based on 
children’s books.
o March 18: 6:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Join us for a 
fi lm series inspired by themes in the 2010  Mayor’s Book Club 
selection.  Secondhand Lions:  A coming-of-age story about 
a shy, young boy sent by his irresponsible mother to spend the 
summer with his wealthy, eccentric uncles in Texas.

Brenda Branch, Director of Libraries 
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