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Highlights

• Bring the whole family to the Howson Branch Open House 
celebration at 2500 Exposition Boulevard on Saturday, April 
10 from 10:00 a.m. to noon and “spring” into the season 
with the rebirth of this perennially charming branch.

• On April 17, the Austin History Center will be presenting a 
program “Quinceaneras: A Celebration of Community, 
Family, Faith and Symbolism” at the Mexican American 
Cultural Center, 1:00-4:00 pm. The Event will include a book 
reading by Belinda G. Acosta, local journalist and author, 
who read from her book entitled Damas, Dramas and Ana 
Ruiz; a special presentation by Dr. Norma E. Cantu, award 
winning author and scholar; a quinceanera fashion show; and 
a panel discussion relating to the differences and similarities 
of quinceaneras in the Latino cultures.  Throughout the event, 
the Austin Center will conduct oral history interviews with 
multigenerational families who have celebrated quinceaneras.

• Reorganization of Branch Services Division:  The 
reorganization of the Branch Services Division, which began 
in early February, was completed on March 1, 2010.  The 
division is now subdivided into four geographic regions of 
fi ve branch libraries, each managed by a Region Manager 
who also manages one of the branches in the region.  This 
organizational structure enables the Library to manage all 
resources within the region, especially staffi ng, as effi ciently 
as possible.

• The Texas Library Association’s annual conference will be 
held at the Hery B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San 
Antonio April 14-17, 2010. Preregistration may be completed 
online or mailed but must be postmarked by March 31st. 
The non-member rate for trustees is $120; the TLA member 
rate is $80.  The opening luncheon on April 15th from 12:00 - 
1:50 p.m. is sponsored by the Library Friends, Trustees and 
Advocates Round Table and costs $36. Featured authors 
are Elizabeth Berg, Katherine Carter, and Ingrid Law. Other 
programs that may be of interest include:  “Valuing Libraries: 
Making the Case for Keeping the Doors Open” on April 15th 
from 1:00 to 1:50 p.m. and “Tales of Texas Authors LIVE” on 
April 16th from 2:00 - 3:50 p.m. The full conference program 
and online registration from may be found on the Texas 
Library Association website: www.txla.org

Facilities Services

New Central Library Project:  During March, the design team of 
Lake/Flato Architects and Shepley Bulfi nch Richardson and Abott 
continued to work with Austin Public Library staff in the ongoing 
effort to balance the New Central Library Building Program against 
the project’s available budget.  It now appears that the New 
Central Library Building Program will not be ready for presentation 
to the City Council and the Library Commission before May 
of this year.  The City is pursuing design and construction of 
the Seaholm Substation wall as a public art project, a novel 
approach of creating art as infrastructure rather than the more 
usual provision of infrastructure with applied art.  On February 25, 
2010, Council approved of taking this direction with the project, 
allowing staff to combine funding from Austin Energy and the 

Arts in Public Places (AIPP) Program in order to accomplish the 
goal, and to move forward with the selection of an artist-lead 
design team for the wall.  AIPP staff are currently preparing the 
Request for Qualifi cations for release to the community later 
this month.  When the responses are received, and a selection 
panel is convened, a representative from each of the surrounding 
redevelopment projects – Seaholm Power Plant, Energy Control 
Center, Green Water Treatment Plan and the Central Library – will 
serve as advisors to the artist selection panel for the substation 
wall contract award process.  The schedule for the New Central 
Library is presently projected as follows:
 
April 2010 ~ Council Award of Construction Manager at Risk 
Contract
May 2010 ~ Building Program presented to Council 
May 2010 ~  Building Program presented to Library Commission
May 2010 ~ Commissioning Agent Contract Executed
July 2010 ~ Construction Manager at Risk Contract Executed
Summer 2010 ~ Schematic Design Completed (30% Complete 
Design Package Delivered)
•Library Commission Briefed
•Council Approval Sought
Winter 2010 ~ Design Development Completed (60% Complete 
Design Package Delivered)
•Library Commission Briefed
•Council Approval Sought
Summer 2011 ~ Guaranteed Maximum Price Determined and 
Approved by Council
Late Summer 2011 ~ Design Phase Completed
Winter 2011 ~ Guaranteed Maximum Price Finalized and 
Approved by Council
Winter 2011 ~ Building Permits Received
Winter  2011 ~ Ground Breaking Ceremony Conducted 
Spring 2012 ~ Construction Begins
Winter 2013 ~ Construction Completed
Summer 2014 ~ Grand Opening Celebrated
 
Twin Oaks Branch Library Replacement Project:  Rains 
continue to hamper completion of the remaining site work at the 
new Twin Oaks Branch Library location.  Site work remaining 
to be completed includes the construction of the dry creek bed, 
amphitheater, reading terrace, and grading at the Southeast 
corner of the property.  The contractor has already provided 
training for Library maintenance staff on the building’s automated 
HVAC (Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning) controls, and 
Library Maintenance training is presently being scheduled for the 
building’s plumbing system, mechanical equipment, electrical 
equipment and Daylighting system.  Staff training will also be 
provided for the site’s irrigation system and Rainwater Harvesting 
system. Issuance of the Certifi cate of Occupancy necessary for 
the Twin Oaks Branch Library to be staffed and made ready to 
open to the public is expected to be received shortly after all site 
work has been satisfactorily completed.  The Library Department 
will continue to monitor the contractor’s completion of this project 
in order to be able to relocate the Twin Oaks lease space library 
to the new facility in a timely manner.  Based on the contractor’s 
progress, it now appears feasible that the Grand Opening of the 
new Twin Oaks Branch Library will be celebrated during the month 
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of July, 2010.
 
Howson Branch Library Reroof Project:  The Library Facilities 
Services Division is pleased to announce that the re-opening 
of this much cherished community library will be celebrated on 
Saturday, April 10, 2010, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  For staff and 
customers alike, the excitement and anticipation are steadily 
building as the fi nal “big push” is made to prepare the library 
for this festive occasion.  A host of new books and other library 
materials are being feverishly shelved at the present moment.  
Meanwhile, in the few weeks left before the reopening, the 
revamped communications network and security systems are 
being painstakingly tested in order to be made fully operational.  
A Green Building plumbing retrofi t is also still underway at the 
site, including the installation of a waterless urinal and dual fl ush 
toilets, all part of the Library Department’s ongoing effort to ensure 
that our buildings are as sustainably constructed and equipped as 
possible.  Meanwhile, coordination efforts are in progress between 
Library staff and teachers at nearby schools to create an evolving 
“student art wall” at the Howson Branch where creative works 
of art by our youngest customers can be prominently displayed.  
It is our fondest wish that the community join us for the Open 
House Celebration on April 10, 2010 to enjoy a cup of coffee 
and Brazilian empanadas, listen to the music of the Austin Jazz 
Workshop, and watch our littlest customers assemble their craft 
art for future display.

Cepeda Music Garden Project:  This art garden project is 
envisioned to serve as a tribute to East Austin’s rich and diverse 
musical history.  Designed by Austin’s own, renowned architect, 
Juan Cotera of Cotera+ Reed Architects, this project will be 
located adjacent to the Cepeda Branch Library, on a prominent 
intersection along the East Seventh Street Corridor – the major 
gateway to the City of Austin.  Visitors will be invited to access this 
unique and wonderfully landscaped garden through an undulating 
entrance at the corner of East Seventh Street and Pleasant Valley 
Road. They will be able to seek refuge from the Texas sun under 
a playful trellis constructed from recycled oil drilling pipes which 
mimic the horizontal lines and spaces of written musical scores.  
Embedded in the brick walls will be found glass cases featuring 
artifacts from the careers of various Eastside musicians, whose 
recorded music can be heard by the mere push of a button.  The 
Cepeda Music Garden is the Library Department’s largest cultural 
art project to date and is deemed by the community to be a fi tting 
effort to recognize the signifi cant contributors to East Austin’s 
musical heritage.  Presently, the Austin Public Library Department 
is collaborating with the Austin Public Library Friends Foundation 
and the community to raise both private donations and public 
funds so that this project may be carried through to successful 
completion. 
 
Security Camera Installation Project:  The Library Department 
continues to press for permission from the ESAS (Enterprise 
Security Access System) Project Steering Committee to self-
manage the work of installing security cameras and associated 
cabling throughout our departmental inventory of properties in 
order to at long last complete this high priority, public and staff 
safety project.

Zaragoza Warehouse Fire Suppression Sprinkler System 
Upgrade Project:  Due to the shortfall between the current 
estimated cost of this retrofi t and the amount of funding available 
for the work at hand, Library Facilities Services will seek additional 
funding in the upcoming FY 2010-2011 Capital Budget process 
to permit completion of the project.  When suffi cient funding is 

received, Library Facilities Services will then expedite fi nishing the 
project’s Design and Construction Phases.  This sorely needed 
retrofi t will bring the existing fi re suppression sprinkler system at 
the Zaragoza Warehouse into compliance with current building 
code by converting it from a dry-pipe to a wet-pipe system.  The 
renovation project will likewise allow the existing pallet rack 
layout to be retained, as it is required to enable full warehousing 
services to be provided for the Library Department.  In addition, 
the wet-pipe system will better protect the wood-built warehouse 
from potential fi re damage through the elimination of the delayed 
response time inherent with all dry-pipe systems.

Austin History Center Wheelchair Lift Retrofi t Project:  On 
March 8, 2010, 50% complete construction documents along 
with an estimate of probable construction cost for the project 
were received by the Library Department from the architectural 
consultants.  Those drawings and documents are now being 
reviewed and corrected by Library Facilities Services staff and will 
be returned shortly with comments to the consultants.

Austin History Center

Programming & Outreach
•Asian American Neighborhood Liaison Esther Chung gave 
a presentation to the Texas Asian Chamber of Commerce at 
their New Year’s gala on February 19; over 300 people were 
in attendance. Esther also had a booth at the Asian American 
Cultural Center Lunar New Year Festival on February 13.
•African American Neighborhood Liaison Christie Campbell 
attended well over a dozen Black History month events, 
representing the AHC throughout the community. 
•Manager Mike Miller made a few presentations to various groups 
during February. On 2/2, he presented “A Tour Through 19th 
Century Austin” to the Daughters of the American Revolution; 
on 2/5, he presented an update on digital projects at the AHC to 
the Texas Heritage Online annual meeting; and on 2/12 he gave 
a presentation about the AHC to a group of AISD social studies 
teachers at their semiannual inservice day.

Reference
•During January staff responded to 1145 reference inquiries. In 
addition to our normal reference questions, the AHC staff has 
worked with the architect Girard Kinney. Kinney’s archives are at 
the AHC, and his fi rm designed the Echelon I building that was 
struck by the plane fl own by Joseph Stack. The AHC also had 
a researcher working with some of the newly acquired Pease 
papers for use in an upcoming book about Texas Ranger James 
Callahan.

Collections
•Archives staff fi nished processing 9 collections and placed EAD 
encoded fi nding aids for these collections on the Internet at 
the TARO website. Collections placed online include: AR.J.006 
Elisabet Ney Papers, AR.2006.012 Northwest Business Women’s 
Association Records, AR.1992.025 Austin (Tex.). Mayor’s Offi ce.  
Bruce Todd Records, AR.1992.032 Austin Rowing Club Records, 
AR.2005.005 Art Anderson Papers, AR.2005.006 Austin Scottish 
Country Dancers Records, AR.2004.042 Peggy and Fred Sackett 
Papers, AR.2004.026 Serie Project Records, and AR.2004.023 
United South Austin Records. The fi nding aids are available online 
at: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/browse/browse_ahc1.html. In 
addition to these, one legacy fi nding aid was updated, encoded in 
EAD, and added to the TARO website:  AR.2009.005 Austin, Its 
Architects and Architecture Manuscripts Records.
•Mexican American Neighborhood Liaison Gloria Espitia received 
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a donation of over 80 fi lms and videos from Ramon Galindo, a 
well known videographer in the Mexican American community.
•Asian American Neighborhood Liaison Esther Chung obtained 
the fi rst donation of Korean materials, records from the Korean 
American Association of Austin.
•African American Neighborhood Liaison Christie Campbell kicked 
off a project to document the historic Black churches founded by 
the Rev. Jacob Fontaine in the 19th century.
•On February 22, Manager Mike Miller made the 3rd purchase 
of the Pease Papers collection, 188 letters and documents. The 
project is now ¾ complete, with an additional $50,000 needed to 
complete the purchase. 

Exhibits
•The AHC held the opening reception for its new exhibit on 
February 16: “Relief, Recovery & Progress: The Great Depression 
and New Deal in Austin” on Thursday, March 11. Approximately 
115 people attended the reception and were regaled with a 
wonderful presentation by Dr. H. W. Brands, history professor 
from UT, on FDR and the creation of the New Deal. The exhibit 
explores 1930s Austin, how the Depression had a lasting impact 
on our community, and what lessons can be learned as the 
country grapples with the current economic woes. It is on display 
in the lobby and Grand Hallway at the AHC, 810 Guadalupe St. 
The exhibit runs through July 11.

Grants
•Work is underway on cataloging images from the Neal Douglass 
collection in the 3rd installment of the AHC’s partnership with the 
Portal to Texas History. Approximately 100 images have been 
cataloged and uploaded to the PTH site, bringing the total to 2229 
images available online at: http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/
collections/NDPC/browse/

Publications
•Photos from the AHC were purchased for use in an exhibit by the 
Trail Foundation along Lady Bird Lake, for business display by 
Taste of Texas and Wells Fargo Bank, and for publication in the 
Northfi eld Neighborhood newsletter. 

Upcoming Events
•On April 10, 10:00am – 12:00 pm, we will present a walking tour 
of Depression era architecture near the AHC, including our own 
1933 Italian Renaissance building (which has some Art Deco 
stylings) where the tour will start. The tour will cover 6 buildings 
built in the 1930s, some with New Deal money, and architectural 
historians will regale the tour with stories of each.
•On May 8, 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm, the AHCA will present a program, 
“Music of the Great Depression,” at the Sweet Home Baptist 
Church (1725 W. 11th St, Austin). John Wheat, audio archivist at 
the Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, will speak about 
the Lomax project, funded in part by the WPA, to document 
American folk and roots music. Following his speech, the Church 
choir and singer/songwriter Guy Forsyth will entertain the crowd 
with songs from the 1930s.
•On May 20, the AHCA will have their Annual Meeting at the AHC 
(time TBD). The guest speaker for the event will be Dr. Jeffrey 
Kerr, author/photographer of Austin: Then and Now.

Central Library Services

Bonnie Brzozowski, Librarian II at the John Henry Faulk Central 
Library, presented an overview of Library’s services on March 15, 
2010.  Bonnie went to Westminster Manor to provide this very 
successful presentation as many attendees learned new ways 

that they could use the Library.

Recycled Reads

Over 4,000, people visited the store in February.  Recycled Reads 
(ARR) received almost 100 individual donations. On February 4, 
ARR instituted new hours of operation: Thurs-Sun. from noon-
6:00 p.m.
 
ARR had more than twenty volunteers on average donate 
over 250 hours of their time to the bookstore.  ARR processed 
more than 120 pallets of materials from the warehouse and 
approximately 20 pallets worth of donations. Books Beyond 
Borders continues to keep pace, picking up 8-10 pallets of 
discarded materials per week. 
Recycled Reads had its one-year anniversary event on February 
27, which featured a vinyl record sale, comic books and half-price 
videos. About 500 people attended. Joe Blanda played guitar 
and sang from noon-3:00 p.m. Carlos Rodriguez Brondo was 
interviewed on Univision about the event and Mindy Reed, Store 
Manager, did an interview for Fox 7 News.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

oMarch 23:  12:00 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  
Get started with basic computer skills. BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners takes place every Tuesday from noon to 2 
p.m.  Learn how to use the internet and email. This class is free 
and open to the public. Sign up is required.
oMarch 23:  2:00 p.m., Hampton Branch.  Steeped in Books.  
Have a book brewing in your head? Straining to let others know 
what you thought about it? Drop in for informal talk and tea to 
share your thoughts about what you’re reading. Don’t know 
what to read? Here’s a perfect opportunity to pick up a few 
recommendations!
oMarch 24:  10:00 a.m., Terrazas Branch.  Beginners Computer 
Lab/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  The Beginner’s 
Computer Lab is offered every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 
Noon in the Youth Computer Lab at the Terrazas Branch of the 
Austin Public Library.   Bring your questions about basic computer 
skills, how to use the Internet, and e-mail. Come with general 
questions about copmputers, programs such as Microsoft Word, 
or resume writing. You can also learn how to use computers to 
fi nd a job. The class is free and open to the public. No sign up is 
required. THIS IS A BILINGUAL CLASS.
oMarch 24:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  Chess Club.  The 
Oak Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced 
level players, adult and youth ages 8 and up. Historically women 
have been underrepresented in the chess world, so we especially 
encourage women and girls to join in the game. 
oMarch 24:  6:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  !Qué me cuentas!  
Practice and learn Spanish as a foreign or second language with 
¡Qué me cuentas!  Through reading and discussion of Latin-
American cuentos, or short stories, the class offers a unique 
way to learn and practice Spanish. 40% profi ciency in Spanish is 
preferred, but if you feel you are not yet at this level, join us and 
we will help you.
oMarch 25:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under the 
guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos Español 
is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune your 
Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In order to 
participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
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oMarch 27:  11:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under the 
guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos Español 
is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune your 
Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In order to 
participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oMarch 27:  2:30 p.m., Windsor Park Branch.  Polish Films: There 
and Back.  The Austin Public Library and the Austin Polish Society 
present the Polish Cinema Series featuring 16 award winning 
fi lms from outside the Hollywood paradigm. While Polish fi lms 
tend towards hard drama and serious themes, this series covers 
a range of genres and time periods, including several fi lms with 
a lighter side. The Polish Cinema Series is free and open to the 
public.
oMarch 27:  2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oMarch 28:  2:30 p.m., Carver Branch.  Free Salsa dance lessons 
with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oMarch 29:  6:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oMarch 29:  7:30 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oMarch 30:  10:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Computer Classes 
for Job Seekers.  Looking for work? Need some computer 
guidance? Computer Classes for Job Seekers.  Classes take 
place in room 201 on the 2nd fl oor. They are free and open to 
the public. Students may attend one, a few, or all of the classes 
offered.
oMarch 30:  12:00 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  
Get started with basic computer skills. BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners takes place every Tuesday from noon to 2 
p.m.  Learn how to use the internet and email. This class is free 
and open to the public. Sign up is required.
oMarch 30:  2:00 p.m., Hampton Branch.  Steeped in Books.  
Have a book brewing in your head? Straining to let others know 
what you thought about it? Drop in for informal talk and tea to 
share your thoughts about what you’re reading. Don’t know 
what to read? Here’s a perfect opportunity to pick up a few 
recommendations!
oMarch 31:  10:00 a.m., Terrazas Branch.  Beginners Computer 
Lab/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  The Beginner’s 
Computer Lab is offered every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 
Noon in the Youth Computer Lab at the Terrazas Branch of the 
Austin Public Library.   Bring your questions about basic computer 
skills, how to use the Internet, and e-mail. Come with general 
questions about copmputers, programs such as Microsoft Word, 
or resume writing. You can also learn how to use computers to 
fi nd a job. The class is free and open to the public. No sign up is 
required. THIS IS A BILINGUAL CLASS.
oMarch 31:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  Chess Club.  The 
Oak Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced 
level players, adult and youth ages 8 and up. Historically women 
have been underrepresented in the chess world, so we especially 
encourage women and girls to join in the game. 
oMarch 31:  6:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  !Qué me cuentas!  
Practice and learn Spanish as a foreign or second language with 
¡Qué me cuentas!  Through reading and discussion of Latin-
American cuentos, or short stories, the class offers a unique 
way to learn and practice Spanish. 40% profi ciency in Spanish is 
preferred, but if you feel you are not yet at this level, join us and 
we will help you.
April
oApril 1:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos Español 

offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to practice 
speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under the guidance 
of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos Español is not a 
Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune your Spanish in a 
non-threatening and relaxed environment. In order to participate 
you will need to know a little Spanish.
oApril 1:  6:30 p.m., Carver Branch.  In My Country Screening.  
In My Country tackles a grim chapter in African history. Set in 
1996 during South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
hearings, the fi lm is adapted from Antjie Krog’s Country of My 
Skull. Oscar-winner Juliette Binoche is Anna, an Africaans poet 
and broadcaster, and Samuel L. Jackson is Langston, a Chicago 
reporter. The two meet during the hearings and take an instant 
dislike to each other. In due time, however, they come to an 
understanding and embark on a tentative affair, despite Anna’s 
faith in the hearings and Langston’s doubts. The fi lm is rated R.
oApril 3:  11:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under the 
guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos Español 
is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune your 
Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In order to 
participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oApril 3:  2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance lessons 
with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 4:  2:30 p.m. Carver Branch.  Free Salsa dance lessons 
with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 5:  6:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 5:  6:30 p.m., Manchaca Branch.  Polish Films: The Call of 
the Toad.  The Austin Public Library and the Austin Polish Society 
present the Polish Cinema Series featuring 16 award winning 
fi lms from outside the Hollywood paradigm. While Polish fi lms 
tend towards hard drama and serious themes, this series covers 
a range of genres and time periods, including several fi lms with 
a lighter side. The Polish Cinema Series is free and open to the 
public.
oApril 5:  7:30 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 6:  10:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Computer Classes for 
Job Seekers.  Looking for work? Need some computer guidance? 
Computer Classes for Job Seekers.  Classes take place in 
room 201 on the 2nd fl oor. They are free and open to the public. 
Students may attend one, a few, or all of the classes offered.
oApril 6:  12:00 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  
Get started with basic computer skills. BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners takes place every Tuesday from noon to 2 
p.m.  Learn how to use the internet and email. This class is free 
and open to the public. Sign up is required.
oApril 6:  2:00 p.m., Hampton Branch.  Steeped in Books.  Have a 
book brewing in your head? Straining to let others know what you 
thought about it? Drop in for informal talk and tea to share your 
thoughts about what you’re reading. Don’t know what to read? 
Here’s a perfect opportunity to pick up a few recommendations!
oApril 7:  10:00 a.m., Terrazas Branch.  Beginners Computer 
Lab/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  The Beginner’s 
Computer Lab is offered every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 
Noon in the Youth Computer Lab at the Terrazas Branch of the 
Austin Public Library.   Bring your questions about basic computer 
skills, how to use the Internet, and e-mail. Come with general 
questions about copmputers, programs such as Microsoft Word, 
or resume writing. You can also learn how to use computers to 
fi nd a job. The class is free and open to the public. No sign up is 
required. THIS IS A BILINGUAL CLASS.
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oApril 7:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  Chess Club.  The Oak 
Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced level 
players, adult and youth ages 8 and up. Historically women have 
been underrepresented in the chess world, so we especially 
encourage women and girls to join in the game. 
oApril 7:  6:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  !Qué me cuentas!  
Practice and learn Spanish as a foreign or second language with 
¡Qué me cuentas!  Through reading and discussion of Latin-
American cuentos, or short stories, the class offers a unique 
way to learn and practice Spanish. 40% profi ciency in Spanish is 
preferred, but if you feel you are not yet at this level, join us and 
we will help you.
oApril 7:  7:00 p.m., Spicewood Springs Branch.  Mystery Book 
Club
oApril 8:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity 
to practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos 
Español is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune 
your Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In 
order to participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oApril 8:  7:00 p.m., University Hills Branch.  Book Club
oApril 10:  10:00 a.m., Howson Branch.  Open House 
Celebration.  Bring the whole family to the Howson Branch Open 
House celebration, 2500 Exposition Boulevard on Saturday, April 
10 from 10:00 a.m. to noon and “spring” into the season with 
the rebirth of this perennially charming branch. There will be a 
host of activities provided for our youngest customers, including 
balloon sculpting, face painting, vegetable planting in miniature 
pots and decorating bug collection jars. It is our fondest wish 
that the community will show up in force to enjoy refreshments, 
admire their like-new community library, and be entertained by 
the music of the Austin Jazz Workshop Be the fi rst to see the 
new open space layout of the book stacks which improves the 
visual connection between library staff and customers while 
maximizing the natural day lighting so valued in a library.
oApril 10:  10:00 a.m., Austin History Center.  Walking Tour of 
Depression Era Architecture.  On April 10, 10:00am – 12:00 
pm, the Austin History Center will present a walking tour of 
Depression era architecture near the AHC, including our own 
1933 Italian Renaissance building (which has some Art Deco 
stylings). The tour will cover 6 buildings built in the 1930s, some 
with New Deal money, and architectural historians will regale the 
tour with stories of each. It will start at the Austin History Center.
oApril 10:  11:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity 
to practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos 
Español is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune 
your Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In 
order to participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oApril 10:  2:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  See & Share: 
Conversations in Art and Creativity.  Join local Artist Richard 
Cutler for See & Share: Conversations in Art and Creativity. 
No registration is required. You may attend one or both of the 
sessions. The program is free and open to the public.
oApril 10:  2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance lessons 
with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 11:  2:30 p.m., Carver Branch.  Free Salsa dance lessons 
with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 12:  4:30 p.m., North Village Branch.  Comic Club.  Ages 
9-17 our club doesn’t read a specifi c book each month, instead 
we read titles with a particular character or group and talk 
about our favorites. This is a great way to get exposed to new 
storylines and share our viewpoints.
oApril 12:  6:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Free Salsa dance 

lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 12:  7:30 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 13:  10:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Computer Classes 
for Job Seekers.  Looking for work? Need some computer 
guidance? Computer Classes for Job Seekers, classes take 
place in room 201 on the 2nd fl oor. They are free and open to 
the public. Students may attend one, a few, or all of the classes 
offered.
oApril 13:  12:00 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  
Get started with basic computer skills. BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners takes place every Tuesday from noon to 2 
p.m.  Learn how to use the internet and email. This class is free 
and open to the public. Sign up is required.
oApril 12:  2:00 p.m., Hampton Branch.  Steeped in Books.  
Have a book brewing in your head? Straining to let others know 
what you thought about it? Drop in for informal talk and tea to 
share your thoughts about what you’re reading. Don’t know 
what to read? Here’s a perfect opportunity to pick up a few 
recommendations!
oApril 13:  5:30 p.m., Austin History Center.  Tours are held on 
the second Tuesday of every month, starting in the O.Henry 
Room at 5:30pm. Tours are open to the public but must 
be booked in advance by calling 512-974-7499. For more 
information about the Austin History Center please visit www.
cityofaustin.org/library/ahc.
oApril 13:  7:00 p.m., Old Quarry Branch.  Book Club
oApril 13:  7:00 p.m., Windsor Park Branch.  Book Club
oApril 14:  10:00 a.m., Terrazas Branch.  Beginners Computer 
Lab/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  The Beginner’s 
Computer Lab is offered every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. 
to Noon in the Youth Computer Lab at the Terrazas Branch of 
the Austin Public Library.   Bring your questions about basic 
computer skills, how to use the Internet, and e-mail. Come 
with general questions about copmputers, programs such as 
Microsoft Word, or resume writing. You can also learn how to use 
computers to fi nd a job. The class is free and open to the public. 
No sign up is required. THIS IS A BILINGUAL CLASS.
oApril 14:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  Chess Club.  The 
Oak Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced 
level players, adult and youth ages 8 and up. Historically 
women have been underrepresented in the chess world, so we 
especially encourage women and girls to join in the game. 
oApril 14:  6:00 p.m.,   Faulk Central Library.  !Qué me cuentas!  
Practice and learn Spanish as a foreign or second language with 
¡Qué me cuentas!  Through reading and discussion of Latin-
American cuentos, or short stories, the class offers a unique 
way to learn and practice Spanish. 40% profi ciency in Spanish is 
preferred, but if you feel you are not yet at this level, join us and 
we will help you.
oApril 15:  4:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity 
to practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under 
the guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos 
Español is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune 
your Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In 
order to participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oApril 16:  4:00 p.m., Southeast Branch.  Anime Club.  
oApril 17:  10:30 a.m., Hampton Branch.  Conversation Café.  
Hungry for conversation? Drop in for open, public dialogue 
on a variety of topics and add to the diversity of perspectives. 
Conversation Café will be open the third Saturday of each month 
from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the large meeting room. The 
discussion will be led by Jo Virgil, Community Outreach and 
Information Coordinator in the Texas Governor’s Committee on 
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People with Disabilities. Jo was formerly the Community Relations 
Manager for Barnes and Noble. She has also been a feature 
writer, reporter, and columnist for the Fort Worth Star -Telegram. 
oApril 17:  11:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under the 
guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos Español 
is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune your 
Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In order to 
participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oApril 17:  1:00 p.m., Mexican American Cultural Center.  
Quinceañeras: A Celebration of Community, Family, Faith and 
Symbolism.  The Austin History Center, Austin Public Library, and 
Girl Scouts of Central Texas present Quinceañeras: A Celebration 
of Community, Family, Faith and Symbolism . Local journalist 
and author Belinda G. Acosta, will read from her recent book, 
Damas, Dramas and Ana Ruiz. Dr. Norma E. Cantu, professor 
at UT San Antonio and award winning author and scholar, will 
present La Quinceañera: A Chicana/Latina Coming of Age Ritual. 
A panel discussion will focus on the differences and similarities 
of quinceañeras in the various Latino cultures. The Austin History 
Center will conduct oral history interviews with multigenerational 
families who have celebrated quinceañeras. The Girl Scouts of 
Central Texas is sponsoring a quinceañera fashion show. The 
event is free and open to the public.
oApril 17:  2:30 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  Free Salsa dance lessons 
with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 17:  7:00 p.m., Halcyon Coffee.  Graphic Novels Book Club
oApril 18:  2:30 p.m., Carver Branch.  Free Salsa dance lessons 
with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 19:  6:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 19:  6:30 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Family Movie Night.  
oApril 19:  7:00 p.m., Hampton Branch.  Book Club
oApril 19:  7:30 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.  Free Salsa dance 
lessons with instructor Raul Ramirez.
oApril 20:  10:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Computer Classes 
for Job Seekers.  Looking for work? Need some computer 
guidance? Computer Classes for Job Seekers, classes take place 
in room 201 on the 2nd fl oor. They are free and open to the public. 
Students may attend one, a few, or all of the classes offered.
oApril 20:  12:00 p.m., Cepeda Branch.  BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  
Get started with basic computer skills. BILINGUAL Computer 
Training for Beginners takes place every Tuesday from noon to 2 
p.m.  Learn how to use the internet and email. This class is free 
and open to the public. Sign up is required.
oApril 20:  1:30 p.m., Spicewood Springs Branch.  Book Club
oApril 20:  2:00 p.m., Hampton Branch.  Steeped in Books.  
Have a book brewing in your head? Straining to let others know 
what you thought about it? Drop in for informal talk and tea to 
share your thoughts about what you’re reading. Don’t know 
what to read? Here’s a perfect opportunity to pick up a few 
recommendations!
oApril 20:  6:30 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch. Family Movie Night
oApril 20:  7:00 p.m., Pleasant Hill Branch.    Mystery Book Club
oApril 21:  10:00 a.m., Terrazas Branch.  Beginners Computer 
Lab/Taller de Computación para Principantes.  The Beginner’s 
Computer Lab is offered every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 
Noon in the Youth Computer Lab at the Terrazas Branch of the 
Austin Public Library.   Bring your questions about basic computer 
skills, how to use the Internet, and e-mail. Come with general 
questions about copmputers, programs such as Microsoft Word, 
or resume writing. You can also learn how to use computers to 
fi nd a job. The class is free and open to the public. No sign up is 
required. THIS IS A BILINGUAL CLASS.

oApril 21:  5:00 p.m., Oak Springs Branch.  Chess Club.  The 
Oak Springs Chess Club is open to beginner through advanced 
level players, adult and youth ages 8 and up. Historically women 
have been underrepresented in the chess world, so we especially 
encourage women and girls to join in the game. 
oApril 21:  6:00 p.m., Faulk Central Library.  !Qué me cuentas!  
Practice and learn Spanish as a foreign or second language with 
¡Qué me cuentas!  Through reading and discussion of Latin-
American cuentos, or short stories, the class offers a unique 
way to learn and practice Spanish. 40% profi ciency in Spanish is 
preferred, but if you feel you are not yet at this level, join us and 
we will help you.
oApril 21:  6:30 p.m., Manchaca Road Branch.  Book Club
oApril 21:  7:30 p.m., University Hills Branch.  La Biblioteca 
Pública de Austin invita a toda la comunidad a participar en este 
club de lectura en español. El Club se junta el tercer miércoles 
cada dos meses. Para mas información llame al 512-929-0551.
oApril 22:  4:00 p.m.,  Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under the 
guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos Español 
is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune your 
Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In order to 
participate you will need to know a little Spanish.
oApril 24:  11:00 a.m., Faulk Central Library.  Practiquemos 
Español offers adults who are studying Spanish an opportunity to 
practice speaking Spanish with other Spanish learners under the 
guidance of a Spanish-speaking facilitator. Practiquemos Español 
is not a Spanish class, but rather a place to fi ne-tune your 
Spanish in a non-threatening and relaxed environment. In order to 
participate you will need to know a little Spanish.

Brenda Branch, Director of Libraries 
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