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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

COVID-19 Update – Library Book Drops Open & Curbside Service Started  

Austin Public Library is providing a roadmap for future service changes as they relate to operations during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The multi-phase approach outlines several possible reopening scenarios, each dependent on factors such as 

recommendations from county, state and federal health agencies, social distancing protocols, critical community 

needs, and logistical and budgetary considerations. 

Phase 2 – BOOK DROPS OPEN began on Monday, June 1. 

Phase 3 – CURBSIDE SERVICE began on Monday, June 8 at select locations, beginning with Central, 

Manchaca, Ruiz, Carver, Windsor Park, University Hills, North Village, Spicewood Springs and Milwood. 

Locations will be added as health and safety precautions allow. The Austin History Center also began remote 

reference and e-document service on June 1. 

 

During all phases, the following practices will be in place: 

• Enhanced procedures for frequent cleaning and disinfecting common areas 

• Use of protective gear such as masks and gloves by all staff – masks or face coverings are required, 

gloves are not 

• Implementation of a teleworking policy that makes sense operationally and allows for social distancing in 

our facilities 

• Adherence to existing policies for sick leave 

• Frequent communication at all levels to facilitate cooperation and consistent best practices throughout 

the organization 

 

The phases outlined above are subject to change as the pandemic environment evolves. For the most current  

information regarding Library services, please visit library.austintexas.gov . 

 

Summer Reading Program: Imagine Your Story 

Welcome to the Austin Public Library’s summer reading program! This year, we can’t celebrate summer with you 

in person (yet), but we can Quest together June through August using our imaginations online. 

• Download an age appropriate “Quest Log” at austinsummerreading.org. 

• Submit a digital form at austinsummerreading.org every time a reading challenge has been completed to 

receive a virtual badge. 

Free and open to all, the Library’s summer reading challenges focus on reading, family experiences, and other 

fun activities you can easily do from home! 
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READ LOCAL: Mayor’s Book Club 2020 

The Library Foundation, along with the Austin Public Library and the Mayor’s Office, is excited to announce the 

Mayor’s Book Club Read Local campaign, featuring a list of over thirty books written by Austin authors this year. 

Titles cover adult fiction and nonfiction, poetry collections, YA fiction, middle-grade chapter books, and children’s 

books and picture books. 

The expansion of the Mayor’s Book Club to include all books published by Austin authors in 2020 gives us the 

opportunity to promote Austin’s rich literary scene and, in particular, many Austin authors whose titles might not 

have gotten the attention they deserve due to COVID-19. 

Mayor’s Book Club readings, panel discussions and author conversations will take place this fall. Details coming 

soon! 

See the list of “Read Local” titles at austinlibrary.org/mayors-book-club/ 

 

 

  

 

 

The Mayor’s Book Club is promoting over 30 
titles written by local authors during 2020. 
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FACILITIES SERVICES 

FY2018 Bond Program Summary 

Description 

The 2018 Bond Program for the Library Department consists of fifteen improvement projects located across the 

City of Austin. The projects are grouped into the following 

categories:  

 

• CLMP180 2016 Site/Civil Engineering Projects   Hampton at 

Oak Hill Parking Lot Expansion; Cepeda Branch Trail 

• CLMP282 Faulk /Austin History Campus - Faulk Library 

Archival Repository Upgrade; Austin History Center Interior & 

Exterior improvements 

• PKG C - CLMP286 Interior Renovation Projects – Old Quarry 

Branch Renovation; Little Walnut Creek Branch Renovation; 

Willie Mae Kirk Branch Renovation; Manchaca Road Branch 

Roof Replacement & Renovation; St. John Branch Renovation 

• PKG D - CLMP287 Roof Replacement & System Upgrades – 

Ruiz Branch; Carver Branch; University Hills Branch; Howson 

Branch; Spicewood Springs Branch; Yarborough Branch 

 

Status 

 
• CLMP180 2016 Site/Civil: Negotiations for Civil Engineering Design Services are 100% complete. N.T.P. 

anticipated by June 30, 2020. Next steps include public engagement 

 
• CLMP282 Faulk / AHC Campus: The A/E Proposal for 

Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) has been 

submitted and is under review. 

 
• CLMP286 Interior Renovations: Negotiations for Phase 

A Preliminary Engineering Services continue with the 

A/E Consultant. A request has been made to the CCO 

to extend the contract execution date so that 

negotiations may continue. 

 
• CLMP 287 Roof Replacement & System Upgrades: Negotiations continue with the A/E Consultant. A 

request has been made to the CCO to extend the contract execution date to June 26, 2020.  
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Schedule 

The design and construction program’s deliverables are revised to a 36-month timeline. All timelines are 

estimates and subject to change without notice. Program construction starts will be staggered to minimize 

impacts to existing levels of branch services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2018 Bond Program for the Library Department 
consists of fifteen improvement projects located across 
the City of Austin. 
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FY2012 Bond Program Summary  

Description 

• Proposition 18: Library, Museums and Cultural Facilities $13.4 Million 

 

Cepeda Branch                  

Scope of Work  

Site Drainage Remediation and Interior Renovation of 8,110 SF Facility  

Status 

Design Phase 90% Complete.  

Library Facilities Project Coordinator, Project Architect and QMD continue to 

revise the front-end documents of the project plans and specifications.  

Budget / Cost  

Appropriation $1,049,839; Obligated $579,442.17; Balance $470,396.83  

Other Issues 

The 6,000sf roofing system is being overlaid with a silicone roof coating to 

extend the roof warranty by 20 years. 

 

 

Zaragosa Technical Support Warehouse 

Scope of Work  
 
Replacement of Sprinkler System (life safety) in 20,000sf Facility 
 
Status 
 
The Engineering Consultant’s Contract was amended to include the additional services. Project Plans are being 
revised and re-bid. 
 
Budget / Cost  
 
Appropriation $794,965; Obligated $315,311.31; Balance $479,653.69   
 
Schedule 
 

• The Engineering Consultant’s timeline for revising the Plans & Specifications is approximately 60 days. 

• The IFB is estimated to take 5 months to contract execution. 

• Est. Construction Start December 2020 
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University Hills Branch Parking Lot 

Expansion 

Scope of Work  
 

The work of this project comprises the construction of a new 

asphalt 29 parking space parking lot expansion at the 

existing University Hills Branch Library.  

 

Status 
 

A presentation with the City’s Design Commission is on schedule for June 22, 2020. The objective of the meeting 

is to provide a framework for final permitting. 

 
Budget / Cost  
 
Appropriation $1,532,458.00; Obligated $749,095.26; Balance $783,362.74 
 
Other Issues 
 

COVID-19 is impacting the site plan review process. The Development Review Department has not met during 

the COVID period. 

 

Yarborough Branch 

Scope of Work  

 
Interior Renovation of 15,120 sf Facility      

              
    

Status 

Construction Phase is 100% complete. Punch List occurred April 28, 

2020. Substantial Completion occurred on May 2, 2020 and the keys 

to AYB have been returned. Work has begun to move shelving, 

furniture, and equipment back into the facility. 

 

Budget / Cost  

Appropriation $984,066; Obligated $981,843.07; Balance $2,222.93 
 

Other Issues 

Repairs to the Main Signage continue; the interior pendant will be 

installed during Phase II improvements. 
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Pleasant Hill 

Scope of Work  

 
Roof replacement and HVAC system overhaul for 8,851sf facility. Additional Scope includes Interior Renovation 
Upgrades. 
 

Status 

Majestic Services Construction secured the Certificate of Occupancy on May 27, 2020. Phase II (Interior Design) 

with Bommarito Architects and Design Development phase has completed at 100%. The Construction 

Documents are at 100% complete. 

 

Budget / Cost  

Appropriation $1,147,997; Obligated $1,089,331.88; Balance $58,665.12 
 

Schedule 

• Design Services Phase II Interior Improvements were completed on schedule. 

• Phase II Construction activities are anticipated to be complete August 2020. 
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Cepeda Branch Renovations 

 

 

 

Zaragosa Warehouse 
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University Hills Branch

 

 

 

Yarborough Branch

 

 

 



  
 

 

Cepeda Branch / Hampton Branch (Site/Civil) Report 

 

 

Project Description 

The Cepeda Branch Library Trail Project was 

initiated to provide a safe, well-lighted pedestrian 

pathway from the Cepeda Branch Library property  

at 651 N Pleasant Valley Road through to 

Gonzalez Street under the adjacent East Seventh 

Street overpass. 

 

 

The Will Hampton Branch Library at 5125 Convict Hill Road has experienced heavy use by the community since 

the facility first opened its doors in 1997. The community facility is public-facing and adjacent to the equally 

popular Dick Nichols District Park. The project consists of adding 22 parking spaces to the existing parking lot. 

 

Status 

• Negotiations for Civil Engineering Design Services are 100% complete and the project team is awaiting 

the N.T.P. from Capital Contracts Office. 

• Next steps include public engagement. Virtual meetings with community groups are anticipated to begin 

July 2020. 

Schedule 

See Gantt Chart 

 

Cost 

Design Budget $123,932.08; Construction Budget $644,578 

 

Other Issues 

Homeless encampment under the 7th St Bridge 
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Cepeda Branch / Hampton Branch Monthly Schedule 
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Faulk Building / Austin History Center Monthly Report 
Facility Improvements & Archival Repository Expansion 

 

Project Description 

The Faulk Library and Austin History Center are 

grouped together to meet the growth demands of 

the City’s burgeoning population by adding much 

needed archival storage space, security for 

collections, and upgrading environmental controls. 

The campus will be reinforced as a single 

destination that will facilitate seamless 

interchanges between the Faulk Building, the 

Austin History Center, adjacent Wooldridge Square 

and many nearby historical sites.  

 

With sustainability as a project goal the work to the Faulk Building includes but is not limited to modifying the 2nd 

and 3rd floors of JHF to meet minimal archival storage standards. Removing existing carpet and providing a 

sealed, epoxy-coated concrete flooring finish. Additional work includes upgrading the building M/E/P and 

Elevator Retrofit. Infrastructure upgrades at the Austin History Center include wheelchair lift replacements, lead-

based paint abatement, renovation of worn finishes, lighting retrofit, and renovation of exteriors to redress 

structural and aesthetic improvements.  

 

Status 

The project is in negotiations for the Arch / Engr 

Fee for Phase A Services: Preliminary 

Engineering Report (PER). Upon acceptance of 

the proposal the anticipated goals and timeframe 

for the PER detail as follows: 

Goals: 

• Identify essential scope of project, with conceptual cost estimate. 

• Identify options for discretionary scope, with conceptual cost estimate. 

• With the time limits for the PER, only primary stakeholders will be engaged. 

• All meetings will be online. 

• Access to the existing buildings will be available, following all safety protocols of the City of Austin and 

of each member of the design team. 
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Schedule 

• Week 1 – kickoff; begin gathering information 

• Week 3 – Meeting #1 – progress report 

• Week 5 – Meeting #2 – present preliminary report of essential scope + options 

• Week 6 – Final version of Scope Document 

• Week 8 – Receive cost estimate and compile final documents 

Cost 

Design Budget TBD; Construction Budget TBD 
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Faulk Library Building / Austin History Center Schedule 
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Interior Renovations Monthly Report 

Project Description 

Austin Public Library 2018 Bond Program Package “C” Interior Renovations, combines five library branch 

projects with similar modernization and refurbishment scopes of work. The work requires project designs that 

are reflective of the emerging architectural styles of our region and sympathetic to the City of Austin initiatives 

including citizen participation in the design processes, Art in Public Places, and project team participation by 

minority and women-owned businesses. 

 

The scope of Package “C” consists of selective demolition of the finishes of the existing building and renovations 

to the same that include interior finishes, floor finishes and base, new suspended ceilings and electrical service, 

lighting and plumbing, new gypsum drywall assemblies, 

storefront window systems and new furnishings. The project 

includes miscellaneous asbestos abatement. Compliance 

with current Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards 

and the City of Austin Sustainability objectives are project 

goals. Projects which comprise Pkg. C are as follows; 

 

• The Old Quarry Branch  

• Little Walnut Creek Branch  

• Manchaca Road Branch  

• Willie Mae Kirk Branch. 

• St. John Branch  

 

Status 

The proposal for the Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) 

was submitted to APL for review and approval. Comments 

were forwarded back to the Architect and a revised proposal 

was submitted. The hours and cost appear excessive and continue to be a concern with the consultants Phase A 

Services. A request to extend the contract execution date had been granted by the CCO so that negotiations 

may continue. 

Schedule 

Will be revised to reflect A/E Consultants Phase A deliverables 

Cost 

Design Budget TBD; Construction Budget TBD 
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Interior Renovations Schedule 
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Roof Replacements & Systems Upgrades Monthly Report 
 

Project Description 

Austin Public Library 2018 Bond Program Roof Replacements & Systems Upgrades, combines six library branch 

projects with similar scopes of work for roofing system rehabilitation to extend the life-cycle and or HVAC 

Systems and controls upgrades. Warranty requirements for roofing systems shall be 20 years for leakage and 

weather and 10 years for HVAC Systems.  

 

The HVAC Systems shall be upgraded to contribute 

to overall building energy goals, shall have low life 

cycle costs and capable of providing excellent 

indoor environmental quality while minimizing 

maintenance requirements. A Commissioning Agent 

(Cx) will assist APL Facilities Services with refining 

the HVAC functional requirements and roofing 

system rehabilitation requirements. Systems to be 

commissioned are Roof, Air Conditioning, Heating Systems, Security / CCTV, PV Array and Sub-Metering 

devices. Work by related trades may include but is not limited to, asbestos abatement, steel, building 

automation, electrical and plumbing. Project will also feature upgrading of the roof drainage system including 

scupper’s, repair and upgrade of lightning protection system. Projects which comprise Pkg. D are further 

described as follows; 

• Ruiz Branch Roofing System 

• Carver Branch Roofing System & HVAC Upgrade. 

• University Hills Roofing System 

• Howson Branch HVAC and Controls Upgrade 

• Spicewood Springs Roofing System 

• Yarbrough Branch Roofing System, replacement of clerestories, and upgrade of lightning protection system. 

Status 

The proposal for the Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) was submitted and comments were drafted and 

forwarded back to the Consulting Engineer. APL has concerns with the Phase A Proposal as the cost appears 

excessive. A request to extend the contract execution date has been made with the CCO to continue to 

negotiation. 

Schedule 

Will be revised to reflect the Engineering Consultants Phase A deliverables 
 

Cost 

Design Budget TBD; Construction Budget TBD 
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Roof Replacements & Systems Upgrades Schedule 
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AUSTIN HISTORY CENTER 
 

Programming & Outreach 

• On Cinco de Mayo Latinx Community Archivist presented a historical overview of "Tejanos in Austin" for a 

group of Austin Community College Students using Webex as a virtual platform. Dr. Lilian Huerta presented 

on the history of Cinco de Mayo before my presentation and after Bertha Delgado Rendon offered an East 

Austin perspective to our event. She used photos and maps from our archival collections to demonstrate the 

contributions that the Latinx community has made to our local history. 

 

Collections 

• The COVID-19 Files project continues to bring in new materials. During May there were 88 donations 

totaling 14 GB of materials. Of particular note was a donation from McCallum/Collective Voice. They had 

multiple students submit journal entries about their life in Austin during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Reference 

• Though the building has been closed, AHC staff continue assisting researchers remotely. During this time 

staff helped numerous UT Asian American studies students on various topics, genealogists, and many 

people seeking photographs for various projects. Photos from the AHC collections were licensed for use in a 

couple upcoming documentary films: the 125th anniversary of the Penn Relays and a film titled 

“Unladylike2020” for the PBS American Masters series. 
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LIBRARY PRIORITIES 

Literacy Advancement 

Staff at Ruiz, Manchaca Road, Carver, University Hills, Windsor Park, Milwood, Spicewood Springs and North 

Village branches as well as Central welcomed customers for the new popular curbside hold pickup beginning 

Monday, June 8. Holds can be placed online or by calling the library, and when they are available can be picked 

up through contactless curbside service. Books drops are now open at all locations as well. Over 8,000 holds 

were picked up and more than 30,000 items were checked in during the first week! 

 

 

Digital Inclusion & STEM 

The branch manager at the Southeast Branch prepared a presentation to share about our Virtual Library and our 

services and resources, including our Virtual Summer Reading Program. The school librarian at Rodriguez 

Elementary hosted three meetings via zoom so that teachers could learn more about what APL is currently 

offering during the quarantine. 

Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 

Austin Public Library participated in five virtual graduation ceremonies for the AVANCE program. AVANCE is a 

national, non-profit organization, primarily serving Texas, that meets hard to reach, low-income families where 

they are. They serve as a trusted guide to assist under-resourced families of young children in overcoming 

isolation and lack of opportunity. APL’s participation in the graduation was geared toward children through 

songs, reading and an activity. It was also geared toward adults as we shared about our Virtual Library services 

and resources.  

Civic and Community Engagement  

Austin Public Library was given the opportunity to collaborate with Camp Fire Texas Central, KLRU and Play to 

Learn during the summer. We are doing a Virtual Dual Language Storytime program for families with young 

children 0-5 years old.  We are meeting weekly on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 

 

    



  

 

23 

Staff Development 

During the City’s Stay Home, Work Safe order, Austin Public Library’s Organizational Development office is 

offering online training for APL staff. Featured this month were: Public Library Association: Equal Access for 

Every Ability; Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Maturity Model; and Librarian’s Guide to Homelessness 

Workforce and Economic Development 

Austin Public Library launched a Job Portal on the Library’s website. It offers help with everything from getting an 

email address, to writing a resume, and applying for jobs and preparing for the interview. It also offers as the 

ability to connect one-to-one with an APL Job Coach.  

 

STAFFING 

Front line staff have returned to the branches and Central Library to provide book drop service at all locations 

and curbside checkout service at select locations. 

 

Others continue to assist with the City’s Emergency Operations Center. They have been placed in positions 

managing shelters, keeping inventory of supplies, picking up medical items, assisting at farmer’s markets, 

distributing meals, assisting with centralized emergency purchasing and contracts, and much more. 
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APL BY THE NUMBERS 

 

Virtual Collections Usage May 

• eBooks 131,137 

• eAudio 68,911 

• eVideo 15,303 

• eMusic 1,948 

• ePeriodicals 12,508 

• databases 113,079 

Total virtual circulation 342,886  

Library eCards issued 873 

 

Programs 

• live, 1 program, 176 views 

• recorded, 20 programs, 2,243 views 

 

Social Media Engagements 

• Instagram 4,792 

• Facebook 3,699 

• Twitter 1,522 

 

Website Page Views 

• Homework Help page 423 

• Virtual Library page 20,192 

• Library website 1,020,898 

 

 

 

 

Roosevelt Weeks 

Director of Libraries 

 

 

 

 


