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Municipal Office Complex
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City Clerk’s Office
City Council
City Council Policy Planning & Budget
Committee
City Manager’s Office
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Frank C. Cooksey served as mayor of Austin from 1985 through
1988. Cooksey had not served on the City Council before his
election. Cooksey ran against Ron Mullen for the post as mayor.
Cooksey ran unsuccessfully for a second term against Lee Cooke.
Cooksey was considered to be progressive and aligned mostly with
liberals. The character of the City Council during Cooksey's
administration included alliances between Cooksey, Max Nofziger,
Smoot Carl-Mitchell, Sally Shipman and George Humphrey.

Frank C. Cooksey was born on June 3, 1933, and moved to
Austin in 1940. He obtained a BA in psychology and philosophy from
The University of Texas in 1955 and in 1962 he earned his law
degree from the UT School of Law. He was President of the student
body in 1959-60. After graduation, he practiced as an attorney until
his election as mayor of Austin in 1985.

Mr. Cooksey began his legal career with the Austin law firm of
Powell, McGinnis, Reavley, and Lockridge (1960-1963). The next
seven years were spent with the U.S. Government, first as Trial
Attorney, Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice (1963-1965),
and then as Assistant U.S. Attorney, Southern Division of Texas
(1965-1970). He left to go into private practice for three years as
partner of Gilckman, Perkinson, and Cooksey. In 1973 Mr. Cooksey
became Special Assistant Attorney General of Texas, Department of
Public Welfare Litigation, Energy and Civil Rights Legislation until
1977. He went back into private practice with Swift and Swift until
1979, when he became a member of the Hilgers and Watkins law
firm.

Mr. Cooksey's civic memberships and appointments include (to
name a few) serving as past president of the Save Barton Creek
Association, past board president of Texas Institute of Families,
member of Edwards Aquifer Task Force, co-chairman in 1983 of the
Electric Utility Bonds Campaign, and member of Texas Municipal
League Board of Directors of Austin Transportation Study
Committee.

As Mayor, Mr. Cooksey focused his attention on environmental
protection, economic development, zoning and planning issues, as
well as human services. On the environmental front, he was
instrumental in the passage of the Comprehensive Watershed
Ordinance (which has the toughest pollution controls in the nation),
the Hazardous Materials Ordinance, and the Hill Country Roadway
Ordinance. His interest in bringing economic development to Austin



led to the creation of the Economic Development and International
Trade Department, the arrival of Sematech, and the adoption of the
Convention Center Plan by the City Council. In zoning and planning
matters, Mr. Cooksey succeeded in getting the Town Lake Park Plan
and the Oak Hill and North Lamar Zoning Plans adopted. His
contribution to human services was seen in the increased funding of
human services for mental health and other services, as well as the
funding and building of a new senior citizen's center in east Austin.



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The original arrangement of this collection has been retained.
The bulk of the materials are correspondence items. For each fiscal
year, subject files were maintained; this constitutes the first
series within this collection. Miscellaneous files are filed at the
end of each fiscal year.

The second series contains miscellaneous files, phone
messages and a substantial portion of STNP materials.

All city produced and privately published reports were culled
and transferred to the General Collection of the Austin History
Center. For a complete listing of each report, refer to the first box
of the collection. Other items such as periodicals and photographs

were transferred to the appropriate Austin History Center unit. See
Separation Sheets for exact details.



- Separation Sheet

Title "f!a < fjjj‘wu'al Rergras

a \Collection Catalog Number ARz .7 Donor Number

The following item(s) originally in this collection has/have been removed so

that it/they may be included in the appropriate Austin History Center
collection as noted below.

Item Removed Original location =~ New location
Jp4 *“’O‘W'- o it ob Lrly (Nobe: For Capersl
a |r=+m@ edch re*poﬁmlﬁase cep. +irst Dalidcrion
__he?’!s %A 'H”ls Ool’?a-{-zfm ot ronsolt  the '
Apchivist)
Will Covptry Trpohy  poster bv Pagan Gennvsa q‘AR Box H/i\

1186 (1s7350)" " !

Subjects:

Complete one sheet for each location/designation (Ex. - Oversize Archives,
Periodicals, Oversize Archives Photos, Archives Photos, etc.).l

Prepared by: L \W¢ ,{df‘/'f\ Separation date:

SO

Dec. 194!

|

4

= T ¢ ¢ E R R DR B

m



Separation Sheet

Collection Catalog Number AR Eov d Donor Number
Title__Frank Coakse;/ Fapers

The following item(s) originally in this collection has/have been removed so

that it/they may be included in the appropriate Austin History Cenler
collection as noted below.

Item Removed Original location Ngw location
5% lingar {06t pf MUMR Discarded
“Pegvest dpr Burds” form

letiers
Mireallanep s '{'v‘%'.‘(‘f brochurps 9871 36/50! & Dis CadeJ

(Trave| folder)

Subjects: SN

Prepared by: TIW} \/\J\[d@m Separation date: %JUV[& M&H




Separation Sheet

Collection Catalog Nuinber AR Z.7 Donor Number Y

"% Title_ Erank Cool«'sey Pa‘pers

The following item(s) originally in this collection has/have been removed so
that it/they may be included in the appropriate Austin History Cenler
collection as noted below.

Item Removed Original location =~ New location
DAvstin anry Covne\[ Agenda (1 item) Peruodipaf)
DUnided Sputh Avshin Newslefler (2 Hems) Collection

3)Crestyiew Neighborhoa] Assn. Newsledler(] ileu)
AWalnet Creek. N&@hhr}fh&d Assn, News (2.1 eus)
5)Corvidoc Covnci] Newsleller (7 Hems)

G Texas Weekly (2 tens) .
DA Cirde o Theatres Newslefer (1 fem
B)AStin Gty Review () dem)

DCorriday News (5 ifems)

(b) Pecon Press (7 items)

1) The Dewntownen( | item)

IDWest Avstin Neighborhood breve Newsleller (| ifem)
[AWindmw on Windser(5 ifems)

M)z News (| itewm)

15)Metro Avstin Newslefler( [ tew)

v 16)Branching OvliNotes from Sally Shigman( | iten)

}

[7790’mw Rﬁm?nd&r‘( [ '|+Bm)

1B Amioos (1 i4em)
) Wedprways (1 item) -

20) Whst'e Happening (2 ens)

21 Cap'ital Metre Star (| itew)

22) Sector Views (| item)

23)Kyzkai Paveri Newsletier(2 {1ems)
24) Avstin Busiess Jovenal (] ttem)
28) Avstin Alliance for the Meatall T Newslefler(1 iTew)

%) ACVR News( ifem)

ZDUHNA Newsletler/2 items)

}S'u'bjects:

Prepared by: ’ﬁm V\]{ld@{[\ Separation date: ngUne M[u



Separation Sheet

Collection Catalog Nummber AR 2,7 Donor Number
Title_ Fiank Cockgey tapers

The following item(s) originally in this collection has/have been removed so
that it/they may be included in the appropriate Austin History Cenler
collection as noted below.

Item Removed | : Original location = New location

10 colee Glides On o Lrom 1987-£% {Liles: Relprned 4o
fwstin Convention and Visiton's Box 2 Civic/lanvertion  ACV B ’
Center ‘ ___ Ceuder folder -

Subjects:

Prepared by: Tim V\/le‘/f'\ Separation date: Al MQ;{ ]ﬂﬂ[



|

Separation Sheet

l

v Collection Catalog Number AT{ ) Donor Number

Title_ Frank Cooli’apv ?aPePS

The following item(s) originally in this collection has/have been removed so
that it/they may be included in the appropriate Austin History Cenler

collection as noted below.

Item Removed
21 color and biw ?erfofx]m?hic ?rjnjrs

I I New location
AF-B10 CookSey Ak Pic8 )3367-1337)

H— BeANCo  FOY preH ©07083-07 08¢

AF- riocoANS /II&O/J(‘)J»L":{‘F/)‘ PIEA 2593¢-25939
AFE - 57;29(*15 -ConNGRESs T 55)/0(5‘) 430 —

PIcA zs940 —

25947

§

‘Subjects:

Prepared by: .Tl.Wl WI(O‘P/‘

Separation date: l3 JUHP, 99|

.1.||111iﬂllll\llll1li||“ll|ﬂlmq\“!|



